
ORDINANCE NO. 3198 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHULA VISTA AMENDING 
MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 2.32 REMOVING THE DUTIES 
OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION FROM THE RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

WHEREAS, in 2007, the City Council directed staff to develop a Historic Preservation 
Program that would qualify the City of Chula Vista for Certified Local Government Status; 
and 

WHEREAS, to qualify as a Certified Local Government the City is required to have a 
qualified Historic Preservation Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission members must all have an interest, 
competence or knowledge in historic preservation; and 

WHEREAS, historic preservation authority is currently vested with the Resource 
Conservation Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the Resource Conservation Commission membership does not meet the 
qualifications for Certified Local Government Status; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of Municipal Code Chapter 2.49 creates and establishes a 
qualified Historic Preservation Commission that does meet the requirements for Certified Local 
Government Status; and 

WHEREAS, Municipal Code Sections 2.32.070 and 2.32.090 shall be repealed upon 
seating of the Historic Preservation Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the historic preservation duties and responsibilities of the Resource 
Conservation Commission shall be vested with the Historic Preservation Commission; and 

WHEREAS, the authority for historic preservation shall remain with the Resource 
Conservation Commission until the Historic Preservation Commission is seated; and 

WHEREAS, the Resource Conservation Commission's 
responsibility shall include those responsibilities assigned to the 
Commission through Chula Vista Muncipal Code Section 21.02.030; and 

historic preservation 
Historic Preservation 

WHEREAS, the Development Services Director has reviewed the proposed project for 
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and has determined that the 
project qualifies for Class 31 and Class 8 Categorical Exemptions pursuant to Section's 15331 
and 15308 (Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation and Actions by Regulatory Agency 
for Protection of the Environment) of the State CEQA Guidelines because it is limiting the scope 
and duties of the Resource Conservation Commission and vesting in the Historic Preservation 
Commission a scope and duty that will assure the protection of historical resources in the City of 
Chula Vista. Thus, no further environmental review is required. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of the City of Chula Vista 
does hereby find and determine as follows: 

Section I. Environmental Determination 
That the project qualifies for Class 31 and Class 8 Categorical Exemptions pursuant to 

Section's 15331 and 15308 (Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation and Actions by 
Regulatory Agency for Protection of the Environment) of the State CEQA Guidelines because it 
is limiting the scope and duties of the Resource Conservation Commission and vesting in the 
Historic Preservation Commission a scope and duty that will assure the protection of historical 
resources in the City of Chula Vista. Thus, no further environmental review is required. 

Section II. Consistency with General Plan 

The City Council finds that the proposed amendment of Municipal Code Chapter 2.32 is 
consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the Chula Vista General Plan as it will assist 
in the protection of Chula Vista's Historical Resources by establishing a qualified Historic 
Preservation Commission pursuant to Municipal Code Chapter 2.49 which is necessary to assist 
the City in qualifying for Certified Local Government Status. The City Council further finds that 
the proposed code amendment is based on sound planning principles and practices that will 
provide for the protection and conservation of historic resources through the creation of a 
qualified Historic Preservation Commission that will support and encourage the maintenance, 
repair, rehabilitation, restoration and preservation of historical resources in a manner consistent 
with federal an state standards. 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the City Council of the City of Chula Vista does 
hereby approve an ordinance of the City of Chula Vista amending Chula Vista Municipal Code 
Chapter 2.32, entitled Resource Conservation Commission, as follows: 

Section III. 

Sections: 
2.32.010 
2.32.020 
2.32.030 
2.32.040 
2.32.050 
2.32.060 
2.32.Q7Q 
2.32.070 
2.32.Q9Q 
2.32.100 

Purpose and intent. 

Chapter 2.32 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION 

Created - Appointment of members - Term. 
Statement of city goals and policies. 
Duties - General. 
Additional duties - Environmental quality. 
Additional duties - Energy conservation and resource recovery. 
Additisaal dHties Histsrieal pr0teeti0a. 
Administrative functions. 
Histsrieal site permit prseess. 
Repealed. 
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• For provisions of the Environmental Quality Act of 1970 genenilly, see Public Resources Code 21000, 
et 
seq.; for provisions authorizing attorney general intervention in matters of environmental concern, see 

Gov. 
Code§ 12600, et seq.; for Charter law regarding appointive boards and commissions, see city Charter 
§§ 600 - 606. 

Prior legislation: Prior code§ 1.718, Ords. 1299 and 1310. 

2.32.010 Purpose and intent. 

It is the purpose and intent of the city council, in establishing the resource conservation 
commission, to create a broadly based multifunctional commission which is to provide citizens' 
advice to the city council in the areas of energy conservation, resource recovery, environmental 
quality, histerie and flFehisterie site flFeteetiea, and other related fields as determined by the city 
council. The resource conservation commission shall also provide this citizen advice to the other 
boards and commissions, the city manager and members of his staff on these matters. (Ord. 1928 
§ 2, 1980). 

2.32.020 Created - Appointment of members - Term. 

There is created a resource conservation commission, cons1stmg of seven members to be 
appointed by the mayor and confirmed by the city council from the qualified voters of the city in 
a marmer prescribed in accordance with the provisions of Section 600, et seq., of the Charter. 
The members shall serve for a term of four years. Each member shall serve until his successor is 
duly appointed and qualified, and all vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term of the 
member whose seat has become vacant. (Ord. 1928 § 2, 1980). 

2.32.030 Statement of city goals and policies. 

The following are goals and policies of the city which relate to the duties of the resource 
conservation commission: 

A. Create and maintain conditions under which man and nature can exist in productive harmony 
to fulfill the social and economic requirements of present and future generations; 

B. Take all actions necessary to provide the people with clean air and water, enjoyment of 
aesthetic, natural and scenic qualities, and freedom from excessive noise; 

C. Prevent the elimination of fish or wildlife species due to population intrusion, assist in 
assuring that these populations do not drop below self-perpetuating levels, and preserve for 
future generations representations of indigenous plant and animal communities; 

D. Ensure that the long-term protection of the environment shall be the guiding criterion in 
decisions by the city; 

E. Encourage the utilization of alternatives to nonrenewable energy sources; 
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F. Maximize the conservation and efficient utilization of nonrenewable resources; 

G. Seek equitable sharing of both the benefits of energy consumption and the hardships of 
energy shortages; 

H. Minimize any conflict with any national, state, regional or local energy goals; 

I. Maximize the recovery, recycling and reuse of waste resources through city action and 
cooperation with other public agencies and private concerns; 

J. Safegwml the eity's historie, aesthetie, soeial, eeoaomie, 13olitieal Elftd Elfehiteet±iral 13ast; 

K. Proteet fiaite ei!lrnral E!Hd seieatifie resourees wliieh 13ro•,ide the oaly reeord of our historie, 
13rehistorie E!Hd aatural 13ast. (Ord. 1928 § 2, 1980). 

2.32.040 Duties - General. 

The commission shall provide the city council with a citizens' assessment of the following: 

A. The effectiveness of proposed goals, policies, procedures and regulations of the city m 
accomplishing the purpose, intent and goals of this chapter; 

B. The effects of individual projects being subjected to environmental review on the 
implementation of the purpose, intent and goals of this chapter; 

C. The extent to which the capital improvement program implements this chapter; 

D. Additionally, when needed, submit to the city council recommendations for new goals, 
policies, procedures or regulations necessary to implement this chapter; 

E. The commission may recognize individuals or groups in the community who have 
implemented notable measures to foster the purpose, intent and goals of this chapter; 

F. Hold hearings and take testimony of any persons under oath, if desired, relating to any matter 
under investigation or in question before this commission. (Ord. 1928 § 2, 1980). 

2.32.050 Additional duties - Environmental quality. 

A. The chair, or a member of this commission designated by the chair, shall be a member of the 
environmental review committee. 

B. The commission, its chair or designated member may review all environmental documents to 
assure adequate commission review, analysis and comment. 
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C. In conjunction with input on environmental documents, the comm1ss10n may make 
recommendations regarding the environmental impact, energy or resource conservation, & 
iffij'laet OR historie resotirees of the project to the appropriate decision making authority. These 
recommendations may include methods to mitigate adverse effects, reduce energy or resource 
consumption, or other suggestions within the purpose and intent of the commission. (Ord. I 928 § 
2, 1980). 

2.32.060 Additional duties - Energy conservation and resource recovery. 

A. All proposed energy or resources conservation or recovery policies, programs, or regulations 
shall be reviewed by the commission so it may make recommendations to the city council 
regarding compliance with this chapter. 

B. The commission may make recommendations to city staff, other boards or commissions, or 
the city council regarding the commission's review of policies, programs or regulations. 

C. The commission shall review and make a recommendation to the council for the disposition of 
appeals regarding the administration of CVMC Title 20, Energy Conservation, except those 
portions 
which are within the scope of the board of appeals and the planning commission. (Ord. I 928 § 2, 
1980). 

2.32.070 ,',dditieRel dtities HisteFieel pFeteetien. 

The Commissiofl shall: 

A. ReeommeRd to the eity eotiReil the desigRatioR of Elfl)' site whieh it has fetlfld to meet the 
eriteria 
as a historieal site. The eommissioR shall also reeommeml if the historieal site permit proeess, as 
provided iR CVMC 2.32.090, shotild lie iffij'losed OR the site; 

B. IRspeet Elfl)' site whieh the eommissiofl has reasoR to believe eotild meet the eriteria fer a 
historieal 
sitet 

C. Eitplore meElfls fer the proteetioR, reteRtioR Elfl.d preservatiofl of Elfl)' historieal site, iReltidiRg, 
btit Rot limited to, appropriate legislatioR Elfl.d fiRElfleiRg, stieh as the estaalishmeRt of a private 
foRdiRg orgimizatiofl or iRdividool, loeal, state or federal assistE1Ree; 

D. ReeommeRd stE1R1fords fer historieal Elfld aesthetie distriets Elfld the estaalishmeRt of stieh 
distriets ,.vithiR the eity; 

E. CoordiRate its aetivities vrith the eotiflt)', the state Elfld the federal go,'emmeflt as appropriate 
to prevent dtiplieatiofl of efferts; 



Ordinance No. 3198 
Page 6 

F. PFO�'iEie Eii£eetioR to staff fo£ the pFeparatioR anEi maiRteRanee of a £egister of all EiesigRateEi 
histofieal sites. The rngiste£ shall iReluEie a EiescFiptioR of the site, its loeatioR, the reasoR for its 
EiesigRatioR aREi othe£ iRformatioR that the commissioR EietermiRes is Reeessary. The register 

shall he EiistrihuteEi to city Eiepartmerns, the ovmers aREi/or oeeupaflts of EiesigRateEi histo£ical 
sites aREi othe£ iRte£esteEi civie or govemmernal ageRcies; 

G. TeR (I 0) Eiays pfio£ to the eoRsiEie£atioR hy the commissioR of any site fo£ EiesigRatioR as a 

histofieal site, the ovme£ shall he RotifieEi iR wfitiRg that the site is UREie£ coRsiEiefatioR fo£ 
iRelusioR iR the £egiste£. The Rotice shall iRcluEie the Eiate, time aREi place of the meetiRg. For 

purposes of this chapte£, the owRef of sueh property is the persoR appeariRg as the ovmer of sueh 
property OR the last eEfuali2eEi assessmeRt roll of the courny. Such Rotiee shall he maileEi to the 
aEiEiress sho•.•m OR the assessmeflt roll, iR orEier for a persoR to appear aHEi protest sueh iflelusioR. 
The ovmer shall also he RotifieEi of aHY suhseEfuern EiiseussioR or possihle aetioRs regarEiiRg the 
poternial site hy the eommissioR or eity eouReil. (Ord. 1928 § 2, 1980). 

2.32.080 Administrative functions. 

A. The commission shall select a chair and vice-chair from its membership at the 
commencement of each fiscal year. Four members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business. 

B. The commission shall meet not less than once a month and at the call of the chair, or in his 
absence, the vice-chair or a majority of the members of the commission. 

C. The commission shall adopt reasonable rules, regulations, procedures and standards, which 
are consistent with the law, and which are necessary to implement goals, policies and intent of 
this chapter and related goals, policies and regulations of the city. 

D. The city manager may make available staff and clerical support as necessary to fulfill its 
functions and duties, provided such staff and clerical support is available. In the event that 
private funds or funds from other governmental agencies are made available for special projects, 
surveys, educational programs or general program support, the city manager is authorized, upon 
recommendation of the commission and approval of the council, to enter into appropriate 
contracts for the utilization of such funds in furtherance of the purpose and intent of, and the 
duties and functions of, the commission. 

E. The resource conservation commission shall have no power or right to acquire any property 
for or on behalf of itself or the city, nor shall it acquire or hold any money for itself or on behalf 
of the city. Further, the £esouree eoRse£vatioR eommissioR shall Rot have the powe£ Of fight to 

Regotiate with aR)' party for the acEfuisitioR of property EiesigRateEi as a historie site. (Ord. 1928 § 
2, 1980). 
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A. The city eetmeil may, after ce»sideri»g s11ch a reeemmendatien ey the resel!Fee eenservatien 
eemmissien, impese the permit restrietiens eentained in this seetie». 

B. Ne permit for the demelitien, soostantial aHeratien er remeval ef any e11ilding, stmetl!Fe er 
site shall ee iss11ed withelll first referring the matter te the resel!Fee eenservatien eemmissien, 
e,teept where the eity manager determines that the demelitie», remeval er s11estantial alteratieA 
ef any s11eh e11ilding, stmet11re er site is immediate!)' »eeessary i» the illlerest ef p11elie health, 
safety er general welfare. The e11ilding, e»gineering and planning departmellls shall netify the 
rnse11ree ee»servatien eemmissien in writing within five days ef any req11est it receives for any 
s11eh permit. 

C. The resel!Fee eenservatien eemmissien shall ha>ie 30 days frem the date ef s11eh netifieatien 
within whieh te eejeet te the prepesed demelitien, majer alteratien er remeval ef the trees, 
jllants er ether majer landseaping. The resel!Fee eenservatien eemmissien shall file its 
eejeetie»s with the eity manager er his delegate. UpeA the fili»g ef s11eh eejeetiens, AB permits 
shall ee iss11ed for the demelitieA, majer alteratien er remeval ef the histerie site for a peried ef 
net less than 30 »er mere than 180 days. The city manager shall »etify the apprepriate 
departments ef the filing ef eejectiens ey the rese11rce eenservatien eemmissien. Fail11re te file 
eej eetiens within the 3 0 day peried is a waiver ef all eej eetie»s, and the permit shall ee iss11ed in 
d11e ce11rse. When the resel!Fee censervatien cemmissien files eejeetiens with the eity manager 
p11rs11ant te this ehapter, all s11ch eejeetie»s, llflBn their transmittal the the eity manager, shall i» 
additien ee transmitted te the applieant for any permit er e»titlement te demelish, jlerform a 
majer alteratieA lljlBA, er remeve any histerie site er ether featl!Fe preteeted ey the terms ef this 
ehapter. 

tl. UpeA the filing ef eejeetiens, the rese11ree ee»servatieA eemmissien shall take s11eh ste13s 
,.vithin the seepe ef its pe'.vers and d11ties as it determines are neeessary for the preservatieA ef 
the histerieal site. Ne s11eh aetien shall ee tal,en ey the resel!Fee eenservatien eemmissien, 
hewever, lllllil the same has eeen s11emitted te a»d appreved ey the eity eellll.eil. At the end ef 
the first 30 days, the rese11ree eenser,•atien eemmissien shall repert its pregress te the eity 
ee11»cil which may, llflBA review efthe pregress repert, 'Nithdraw and eaneel the eejeetien te the 
prepesed demelitien, majer alteratien er remeval, and the necessary permits shall then ee iss11ed. 
If at the end ef the first 100 days ef the aferesaid 180 day peried, it is fo11nd that the preser, atieA 
ef the site, e11ildi»g er stmet11re ear.net ee fully aeeeffif)lished withiA the 180 day peried, and the 
resel!Fee eenser,,atien eemmissieA determines that s11eh 13reser,•atieA ean ee satisfacterily 
eempleted 'n'ithiA an additienal peried »et te eirneed 180 days, the resel!Fee ce»ser,,atieA 
eemmissien may reeemme»d te the eity ee11»eil that a req11est fer eilte»sieA ee granted. 811eh 
reeemmendatien shall set forth the reasens therefer and the pregress te that date ef the steps 
talwn te preser,•e the site. The eity ee11Aeil may aeeept s11eh reeemmendatien fer geed ea11se 
shevm and, if it appears that preser,•atien ma)' ee eempleted withi» the time req11ested, may gram 
a» eilte»sien ef time net te eirneed 180 days. Ne s11eh req11est for eiltensieA shall ee made after 
the elljliratieA ef the erigi»al I 80 day s11spensie» peried. 
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K l'le perseH shall remeve trees, plaHts er ether maj er iaHaseapiHg frem aH)' preperty aesigHatea 
as aH histerieal site withellt the appreval ef the eity's iaHaseape arehiteet. The eity's iaHaseape 
arehiteet shall Hetify the res0t1ree eeHser.•atien eefHfHissieH in vmtiHg ef any stieh reqtiest withiH 
five aays efits reeeipt. (Ora. 1928 § 2, 1980). 

Section IV, Effective Date 

This ordinance shall take effect on the thirtieth day from and after its final adoption. 

Presented by 

, P . .  ,AICP 
· ty Manager/Director of 

Development Services 

Approved as to form by 
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PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Chula Vista, 
California, this 2nd day of August 2011, by the following vote: 

AYES: Councilmembers: 

NAYS: Councilmembers: 

ABSENT: Councilmembers: 

ATTEST: 

Donna R. Norris, CMC, City Clerk 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ) 
CITY OF CHULA VISTA ) 

Aguilar, Bensoussan, Castaneda, Ramirez and Cox 

None 

None 

� Cheryl Co� 

I, Donna R. Norris, City Clerk of Chula Vista, California, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance No. 3198 had its first reading at a regular meeting held on the 19th day of July 2011 
and its second reading and adoption at a regular meeting of said City Council held on the 2nd 
day of August 2011; and was duly published in summary form in accordance with the 
requirements of state law and the City Charter. 

O,ugu,tt: 1&1 2011 
Dated Donna R. Norris, CMC, City Clerk 


