
ORDINANCE NO. 2265 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CHULA VISTA AMENDING 
SECTION 1.20.020, ADDING CHAPTER 9.11, AMENDING 
SECTIONS 9.12.010, 9.12.020 AND REPEALING SECTIONS 
9.12.030 AND 9.12.040 RELATING TO GAMBLING AND 
REGULATION OF OPERATION OF FRATERNAL SOCIETY 
GAMEROOMS 

The City Council of the City of Chula Vista does ordain 
as follows: 

SECTION I: That Section 1.20.020 of the Chula Vista 
Municipal Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

sec. 1.20. 020 Specified Misdemeanors. 

A. Notwithstanding Section 1. 20. 010, the following 
offenses are misdemeanors and punishable as such: 
Sections 9.09.010, 9.12.010, any provision in 
Chapter 9.11 and 9.15.010. However, violation of 
said sections shall be infractions when: 

1. The prosecutor files a complaint charging the 
offense as an infraction unless the defendant, 
at the time he is arraigned, after being 
informed of his rights, elects to have the 
case proceed as a misdemeanor or; 

2. The court, with the 
determines that the 
in which event the 
the defendant had 
infraction complaint. 

consent of the defendant, 
offense is an infraction 

case shall proceed as if 
been arraigned on an 

SECTION II: That Chapter 9.11 is added to the Chula 
Vista Municipal Code to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 9.11 

sec. 9 .11. 010 

FRATERNAL BENEFIT SOCIETY GAMEROOMS 

Fraternal Benefit Society Gameroom 
-Authorized. 

Nothwithstanding the provisions of Chapters 5 .20 and 
9.12 of this Code, the playing of card games by a 
fraternal benefit society is lawful under the terms and 
conditions of this chapter. 
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Sec. 9.11.020 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this Chapter, the following words 
and phrases shall mean: 

A. "Chief" means Chief of Police of the City of Chula 
Vista. 

B. "Fraternal Benefit Society" 
benefit society as defined in 
the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

means a fraternal 
Section 23701(b) of 

C. "Card games" means only draw poker, lo-ball poker, 
contract bridge and auction bridge. 

D. "Gameroom" means any space, room, or enclosure 
furnished or equipped with a table(s) used or 
intended to be used as a card table for the playing 
of cards or similar games on the premises of and 
the use of which is limited to members of the 
Fraternal Benefit Society. 

Sec. 9.11.030 License Required. 

A. 

B. 

It shall be unlawful for any 
game in a gameroom unless 
Society has been issued a 

person to hold a card 
the Fraternal Benefit 

license as provided by 
this Chapter. 

The operation of any gameroom without a license or 
failure to operate in full compliance with all 
provisions of this Chapter shall be grounds for 
revocation of the license, or denial of the request 
to obtain a license by the violating organization. 

Sec. 9.11.040 Application. 

Application for license shall be made to the Chief on 
forms prescribed by the Chief. The Chief shall have a 
reasonable time in which to investigate the application 
and background of the applicant. The application shall 
be accompanied by a fee for conducting an investigation 
as set forth in the Master Fee Schedule as it currently 
exists or may in the future be amended. The application 
for fraternal gameroom license shall contain at a 
minimum the following names and addresses: 

A. Game room manager /supervisor. The person ( s) who 
will be responsible for supervising the games. 

B. Leadership of the Society, including officers and 
Board of Directors. 
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C. Those persons who 
the organization, 
lessees, owner(s) 
equipment. 

may have a financial interest in 
including landlords, lessors, 

of the building, fixtures, or 

Sec. 9.11.050 Application Investigation. 

A. Upon receipt of an application for a license, the 
Chief shall make an investigation of the 
application. The Chief may send copies of such 
application to any office or department which the 
Chief deems essential in order to conduct a proper 
investigation of the applicant organization. 

B. The Chief and every officer and/or City department 
to which an application is referred may investigate 
the truth of any matters set forth in the 
application, the character of the applicant, and 
may examine the premises to be used for the 
gameroom to ensure that it complies with all 
health, fire, and zoning regulations. 

C. The Chief shall issue the license unless he/she 
finds that the applicant has knowingly made any 
false, misleading, or fraudulent statement or 
omission of material fact in the application for 
the license or that the organization is not a 
Fraternal Benefit Society, or that the gameroom 
managers or responsible organization leadership 
have been previously convicted of violating any of 
the provisions of this Chapter or any provisions of 
state law relating to unlawful gambling or of 
theft, or had a previous gameroom license revoked 
or denied within five (5) years immediately 
preceding the date of the application. 

Sec. 9.11.060 Denial or Revocation of License. 

If a license is denied or revoked, the Chief shall 
prepare a notice setting forth the reasons for such 
denial or revocation. Such notice shall be sent by 
certified mail to the applicant's address provided in 
the application or be personally delivered. Any person 
who has had an application for license denied or revoked 
by the Chief may appeal the decision to the City Council. 

sec. 9.11.070 Regulations. 

A. A Fraternal Benefit Society shall conduct its 
gameroom only on property which is either owned or 
leased by it, and used by such organization for an 
office, lodge, or for the performance of the 
purposes for which the organization is organized. 
Prior to the application for a license pursuant to 
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B. 

C. 

this Chapter, each organization applying for a 
gameroom license shall have been established within 
the community of Chula Vista for two (2) years. 

All card games shall 
and, notwithstanding 
for full access for 
operation. 

be held at a fixed location, 
Section 1.16.010, shall allow 
police inspection whenever in 

Gamerooms shall be 
12:00 a.m. only. 
limited to two ( 2) 
shall take place on 

operated 
Days of 

days per 
Sundays. 

from 10:00 a.m. to 
operation shall be 

week. No card games 

D. No more than eight (8) players shall be permitted 
at any one gameroom card table. 

E. No more than two ( 2) tables shall be permitted at 
any licensed gameroom. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

Game room card players shall be limited to 
in good standing of the licensed Fraternal 
Society. card games shall not be open 
general public or guests. 

No intoxicated players shall be permitted 
game room. No alcohol shall be consumed or 
at the gameroom card tables. 

members 
Benefit 
to the 

in the 
served 

No person under twenty-one years of 
permitted to play any game at any 
table. No person under twenty-one 
shall be employed to work in the area 
the "gameroom". 

age shall be 
gameroom card 
years of age 
designated as 

I. All gameroom card tables shall be supervised by the 
person designated on the application, or their 
representative, This supervisor shall ensure that 
the games played on the tables are being played in 
strict accordance with the terms of this Chapter 
and not in violation of Section 330 and 330a of the 
Penal Code of the State of California. 

J. No member shall be charged a fee or 
donation to participate in playing cards 
game room. 

required 
in the 

K. No bet or wager in a game shall exceed $1. 00. 
There shall be no more than three raises, no 
tablestakes, or jackpots will be permitted. 
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Sec. 9. 11.080 No Exterior Signs. 

There shall be no exterior signs advertising the 
playing of cards within the licensed organizations' 
facility. The organization shall not advertise the 
playing of cards in any medium other than an 
organization newsletter or other writ ten material which 
is delivered/made available to organization members only. 

Sec. 9.11.090 Penalties. 

Notwithstanding Section 1. 20. 010, any person 
violating any of the provisions or failing to comply 
with any of the requirements of this Chapter shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, 
shall be �unishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500) or by imprisonment in the County jail for 
a period of not more than six (6) months or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

Sec. 9.11.100 Severability. 

If any provision, clause, sentence or paragraph of 
this Chapter or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity 
shall not affect the other provisions or application of 
the provisions of this section which can be given effect 
without the invalid provision or application, and to 
this end the provisions of this section are hereby 
declared to be severable. 

SECTION III: Section 9. 12.010 of the Chula Vista 
Municipal Code is amended to read: 

Sec. 9. 12. 010 ¢p¢t�ti¢ntll/l�t,6/J;J./J/J./JN///lrlvVi��////¢t 
¢¢nti�it�ti¢ntlt¢IPX�tit/pt¢�i�iti�J 
Gambling prohibited. 
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A. 

B. 

Every person, firm, corporation or association who, 
for profit, or for anything of value or for 
commercial purpose of any nature, keeps, operates, 
conducts or maintains, either directly or 
indirectly, within the city any house, room, 
apartment, dwelling place, building, premises or 
other place where any game, gambling or gaming not 
mentioned or included in section 330 or 330a of the 
Penal code of the State of California is played, 
conducted, dealt or carried on whether with cards, 
dice, or any other device of whatsoever nature, for 
money, checkes, credit, merchandise or other 
representative of value shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

Every person, firm, corporation or association, 
either as owner, lessor, lessee, principal, agent, 
employee or participant or otherwise, who maintains 
or keeps or operates or conducts directly or 
indirectly in whole or in part or who directly or 
indirectly is in possession in whole or in part of 
any house, room, apartment, dwelling place, 
building, premises, or other place upon or in which 
any gambling, games or gaming prohibited in this 
section are played, conducted, dealt or carried on, 
and who imposes or collects a fee or anything of 
value for the privilege of participating in ay way 
whatsoever in any such games, gambling or gaming, 
or who directly or indirectly gains or receives 
anything of value or any financial profit from 
playing, conducting or dealing any such games, 
gambling or gaming shall, for the purposes of this 
chapter, be deemed to be keeping, conducting, 
operating and maintaining the same for profit or 
commercial purposes. 

SECTION IV: Section 9.12.020 of the Chula Vista 
Municipal Code is amended to read: 

Sec. 9. 12.020 0p¢t,tt¢nill/2iWV:i;i:;l:i/4#lln¢/IA:lcw�ll¢t 
¢¢n¢J¢¢tttt¢nl¢t¢�t�tt¢¢J 
Exceptions. 

The provisions of Section 9. 12. 010 shall not apply to: 
A. Occasional private card games, otherwise lawful, 

carried on for purely social purposes in a private 
home. 
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B. 

C. 

Otherwise lawful card games carried on pursuant to 
a license issued under Chapter 5.20. 
Otherwise lawful card games carried on pursuant to 
a license issued under Chapter 9.11. 

SECTION V: Sections 9.1 2.030 and 9.1 2.040 of the Chula 
Vista Municipal Code are hereby repealed. 

SECTION VI: This ordinance shall take effect and be in 
full force on the thirty-first day from and after its adoption. 

William J. 
of Public 

4039a 

Approved as to form by 
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FIRST READ AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

:rr c: CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA, HELD _A.:...pr_i_l_l9 _____ , 19 8_8_, AND 

'!NALLY PASSED AND ADOPTED AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF HELD April 26 

l9 88 BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE, TO-WIT: 

1YES: Councilmen Moore, Mccandliss, 

IAYES: Councilmen None 

IBSTA IN: Councilmen Cox 

IBSENT: Councilmen None 

ITTEST ��<.! � � 
� City Cle 

3TA1 t. OF CA LIFORNIA ) 
:OUNTY OF SA N DIEGO ) s s. 
:1TY OF CHULA VISTA ) 

Nader, Malcolm 

I, JENNIE M. FULA SZ, CMG, CITY CLERK of the City of Chula V ista, California, 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of 

__ o_RD_IN_AN...;;.:ccE::....:cN
c:.
o
.;_ 
• ...;:2

.::.
26

::..:5:__ ___ ,ond that the some hos not been amended or repealed. 

D A T ED ________ _ 

City Clerk 

CPV OF 

CHUk.A VISTA 

CC-660 

.. . · ···•·· ··- ·····-··-··-·--· ·----------------------

__ .) 

--~, ~ c~ Chula Vista 


