ORDIMANCE nO. 1486

AN ORDINANCH OI' THE CITY OF CHULA VISTA AMENDING
CHAPTER 1:, ARTICLE 2, OF T CHULA VISTA CITY CODR
BY ADPING THERETO NEW SECTICHS 1.20) THROUGH 1.23
ARD REPLALIMNG SECIIONS 1.14 PTHROUGH 1.41, ALL RELAT-
ING TO THE CITY COUNCIL ORGANIZATION Wl PROCEDURES

The City Council of the City of Chula Vista does hereby
ordaln as ioxlovs-

SECTION 1l: That Chapter 1, Article 2, Section 1.14 through
1.41, inclusive, of the Chula Vista City Cocde be, and the same are
hereby repealed. .

SECTION 2: That Chapter 1, article 2, of the Chula Vista

City Code ke and the same is hereby amended by adding thereto new
Sections 1.201 through 1.239, inclusive, to read .as follows:

ARTICLE 2. - - ) CITY COUHCIL ORGANIZATIOM AND PROCEDURES.

Sec. 1.201. Purpose and Irntent of Article.

It i1s the purpose of this article to establish rules for the
organization of the City Council of the City and procedures for
the conduct of -meetings of the City Council, as well as Council
conferences. It is the intent of the City Counc1l by the adoption
of this article, to establish such rules and procedures to facilitate
the conduct of Council meetings and conferences, and to establish a
Ccuncil policy manual to be adopted by resolution of the City Council.
The Council may, from time to time, adopt by resolution necessary or
doqwrah]p policies to implement the procadures established herein,
and such poiicies shall be naintained in ﬂuch Ccuancil policy MGhudL,
a copy of which shall pe on file in the Offite of the City Clerk.
Such manual shall also contain all rules and policies adopted pur-
suant to other provisions of this Code.

Sec. 1.202. Meetings and Conferences.

l. Regular Meetings. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 306
“of the Charter of the City, the Council of the City shall hold regular
meetings in tne Council Champbers of the Civic Center, 276 Fourth Avenue
in the City, or in such other place as may be determined by the Council,
on the first, second, third and fourth Tuesdav of each month at 7:00 p.m.
When the day for any regular meeting of the Council falls on a legal
holiday, no meeting shall be held on such holiday, but a regular meet-
ing shall be- held at the same hour on the next succeeding business day
thereafter.

2. Adjourned Mectings. Any meeting may be adjourned to a time,
place, and date cextain, -but not beyond the next regular meeting. Once
adjourned, the meeting may not be reconvened. Meetings may be adjourn-
ed by the presiding officer by a simple declaration thereof in the absence
of a protest by any member of the Council. Meetings may also be adjourn-
ed upon the making and seconding of such a motion in accordance with
the procedures on motions established by this Article.
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3. Speciai Mectings. Svecial meetings may be called any time
by the Mayor, or by threc members of the City Council, by uellverllg
.personally or by mail written notice to each Council member and to
each local newspaper of general circulation, radio or teclevision
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station requesting notice in writing. Such notice must be delivered
personally or by mail at lcast twenty-four hours before the time of
such wmeeting as apecified in the notice. The call and notice shall
specify the time and place of the snecial meeting and the busines

to be transacted.. Mo other business shall be considcred at such reot—
ings. Such written notice may be dispensed with as to any Counc1l-
member who at or prior to the time the meeting convenes, files with
thé City Clerk a written waiver of notice. Such waiver may be given
by teclegram.” Such written notice may also be dispensed with as to |
any Councilmember \ho is actually present at the mecting at the time
1t convencs '

4. Counrcil Conferences. The City Council may establish, by
motion, the time and place for the holding of recgular Council
conferences. Notice requiremenis for.special Council conferences
shall be the same as those for special Council mcetings. The purpose
of the Council conferences shall be to discuss items appearing on the
Counc1l agenda for regular or special Council mcetings and the dis-
cussion of any busincss matters of the City. At such Council confer-
ences, the City Council may require the attendance of members of any
boards or commissions, or members of the administrative staff for tae
.purpose of discussing those items that appear on the Council conier-
epce agenda. At such Council conferences, no legislative matters may
be adopted either by ordinance or resolution of the City Council.
Actions of the City Council at suth Council conferences shall be
restricted to requests for information from the City Manager or mem-
bers of the administrative staff, commis<ions or boards, or directions
for action by the administrative staif. ~o official ro~ording or
transcription of Courncil conferences shall be required.

5. Meet{ngs and Conferences Open to the Publie. All regular and
special meetings of the City Council, all regular and special confer-

ences of the City Council and the meetings of all commissions and
.hnarnq esiabliched hy the Cityv Council shall bhe onen to the public,
At  all recular Council meetings, all citizens shall have the right to
perscnally or througch counsel present grievances or offer suggestions
for. the betterment of municipal affairs, in accordance with the limit-
ations provided by this Article to establish reasonable regulation of
said meetings. ®ublic participation at special meetings of the City
Council or regular or special Council conierences shall be limited by
Council action, and no citizens may be heard at such meetings or con-

ferenceés unless permission is granted or requested by the City Council.

Pursuant to the provisions of the laws of the State, the City Council
may hold executive sessions from which the public may be excluded for
the consideration of the following subjects:

A. Personnel Matters. To consider appointment, employment,
or dismissal of a public officer, person or employee or to
hear complaints or charges brought against an officer or
employee unless such officer or employee requests a public
hearing. The Council may exclude from any such executive

" session during the examination of a witness”any or all other
witnesses in the matter being investigated. To consider
matters of labor negotiations with employee associations
or unions.

B. Attornev-Client Matters. To consider proposed or
pending litigation to which the City is a party.

C. Security Efforts for the Pnblic-and Public Employees.

+ To meet with the Chief of Policc and .other law enforcement
-officers on matters reclating to security efforts for the
public, public employees and public buildings. ’




Secc. 1.203._ Attendance .

Councilmembers..are expcected to attend all meetings of the City
.Council. If »a Councilmember absents himscelf without permission from
all reqular City Council mectings for 30 days coh=ccut1vely from the
last regular mecting he attends, his office becomes vacant and shall
be filled das any other wvacancy.

.Sec. 1.204. ‘ Quorum.

Three members of the Council shall constitute a quorum and shall
"be sufficient to transact regular business.. If less than three
Councilmembers appear at a regular meeting any member, or if all
members are absent, the City Clerk, shall adjourn the meeting to a
stated day and hour. The Clerk shall cause a written notice of the
adjournment to be .delivered personally to each Councilmember at least
three hours -before the adjourned meeting.

Sec. 1.205. Agenda, Preparation of.

1. Submission of. An agenda shall be prepared for each regular
lmeeting containing the specific items of business to be transacted
and the-r 6rder thereof. Items of business may be placed on the agenda
by the direction of a majority of the Council, the City Manager, the
City Clerk, or the City Attorney. Agenda items; i.e., background and
requests for particular actions or reports, shall be delivered to the
City Clerk not later than 10:00 a.m. on the Thursday preceding the
regular meeting. The Clerk shall thereafter prepare the agenda under
the-direction of the City Manacer. Whenever feasible, each item on
the =2gendz shall contain a Staff recomﬂe“oaulo“ ana the specific action
requested to be taken by the -Council. The'agenda, together with all
reports, resolutions and ordinances pertaining thereto, shall be deliv-
ered to the Councilmembers on the Friday preceding the regular meetinag.

The agenda shall be made available to the public as soon as practicable.

No matters other than those listed on the agenda shall be finally
acted upon by the Council, provided however, that matters not on

the agenda but deemed.to be of an important or urgent nature by any
Councilmember, the City Manager or the City Attorney may be submitted
for Council consideration and action, subject to an explanation of
the importance or urgency stated in open Council meeting.

2. Unanimous Consent. No matter may be considered by the Council
other than those matters on the agenda without the unanlmous consent
of the Council present at the meeting.

3. Appropbl of Ordinances, Resolutions arnd Contraets. All ordin-
ances, resolutions and contract documents shall, before presentation
to the Council, have been approved as to forin and legality by the City
Attorney or his authorized representative, and shall have been examincd
and approved for administration by the City Manager or his authorized
representative, where there are substantitive matters of administration
involved. .

4. ‘Written Corresponderce. The City Clerk is authorized to
receive and open all mail addressed to the City Council and he
shall give it immediate attention to the end that all administra-
tive business referred to in said communications and not necessarily
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requiring Council action may bc disposed of between Council meet-
ings. .DProvided, that all communications and any action taken pur-
suant thereto shall be reported to the City Council. Any communica-
tion requiring Council action shall he placed upon the agenda for

the next rcgular meeting together with a report and recommendation
by-the City-Staff. All correspondence shall be answered or acknow-
ledged as soon as practicable. Such written communications to be
considered by the City Council shall be presented to the City Clerk

by 9:00 a.m. on the Friday.preceding each Council meeting and shall be
.listed on the -agenda as provided for under the order of business estab-
lished in this Article, provided however, that matters of urgency or
importance may at the determination of the City Managcr be presented
to the City Council at the Council meeting, although not listed on the
agenda.

5. Oral Communications. All citizens requesting permission to
address the City Council on any matter not contained in the agenda
of a regular meeting may submit such request to the City Clerk not
later than 9:00 a.m. on the Friday preceding each Council meeting.
The nature of the oral communication and the name of the person or
"persons desiring to be heard shall be clearly stated in such requests.
Such action will assure priority of this class of communicaticn over
general oral addresses to the Coyncil. Such oral communications
shall not be subject to debate or participation by other members of
the public present at the Council meeting;///
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Sec. 1.206. .Order of Business. -

At the time set for each regular meeting, the Councilmembers, City
Clerk, City Manager, City Attorney and such department heads as have
been ‘LCL‘(LACDtCu tc be present, snall take L.u\..u_ reguiar piaces .in the
Council Chamber. The Mayor shall call the 'meeting to order and the
business of the Council shall be taken up for consideration and disposi-
tion in -the order set forth herein, except that with consent of a major-
ity of the Council, items may be taken up out of order. All business
brought before .the Council will be promptly attended to, provided that
upon the request of any Councilmember the same shall be referred to the
proper official for investigation before any action shall be taken there-
on by the Council as a whole. The agenda shall contain the title head-
ings and shall be conducted in the order set forth below:

Roll Call
. Pledge of Allegiance
‘Invocation or silent prayer
Approval of Minutes
. Special Orders of the Day
Oral Communications
Report of the City Manager
Reports of other City Offlcers and Department 'Heads
Consent Calendar
10. * Public Hearings
1 11. Resolutions and Ordinances, first reading
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&_ §q 12. Continued Matters and secpnd reading of Ordinances
Of ¥ 1'13. Requests and Statements of Councilmen
» -g‘ 14, Written Communications
77  15. Adjournment
il . '
% .
%21

- [N} . . - a2

SO R ¥t W



1

Scec. 1.207. Conscont Calendar.

Certain items for inclusion on the agenda, which have becen revicwed
by. the City iManager and Staff, mailed to tthe Council for study and w:hich
arc made available- to the puullc prior to and at Council meetings, chall
be grouped tegether-for action at the beyinning of the Council meeting
when such mattors are considered to be non-centroversial and in the nature
.of housekeesping items by the Staff requiring only routine action by tho
City Council.. Staff reccmmendations on the action to be taken for said
items shall be indicated in a concise and summary form.. These matters
shall be listed under what is to be known as the "Consent Calendar® in
the Order of Business-as indicated in Scc. 1.206. Adoption of the Consent
-Calendar may be made by a simple motion approved by the City Council,
provided however, that the presiding officer shall first advise the audience
that the Consent Calendar matters will be so adopted, in toto, by one
action of the Council unless any Councilmcmber or any individual or organ-
ization intercested in onrne or more Consent Calendar items has any question
or wishes to makes a statement relative to such an item. In that event,
the presicdiny officer may defer action on the particular matter or matters
and place the same on the regular agenda for consideration in such ordexr
as he deems appropriate.

It is intended that the Cobnsent Calendar provide for the expeditious
handling of advisory communications, communications to be referred to
Staff, claims for -damages and certain resolutions, the nature to be listead
hercinafter. The Consent Calendar shall include, but not be limited to,
the following matters:

* 1. Procedural annexations and zoning matters
’ (authorizing the circulation of petitions for

annexation, setting the dates of public
hearings, etc.);

2. Setting hearings;

3. Routine reg uests to the County for QLLﬁnrlby to
inspect construction of buildings and improve-
ments in tracts in the process of annexation to
the City;

4y Acceptance of Improvements;

5. Release of bonds and filing of notices of completion;

6. Transfer of funds within appfqved departmental budget;

7. Approval or denial of demands;

8. Assessment district procedural matters;

9. -Second reading and adoption of ordinances;

10. Personnel-actions within approved budgetary
limits and prior authorizations;

11. "Approval of Minutes;
12, Insﬁallatién of traffic signs;
13. Claims against the City:. -
14;’ Approval of agrecments.
It is understood that the -motion for aporoval of items on the

. Consent Calendar cncompasses therein a waiver of the requirement of
reading of thc.text of ordinances and resolutions contained therein




at a direction that the reading of the text be waived and that the
heading only be read, and-in the case of ordinances, that such ordin-
ancc be placcd on second rcecading and adoptced.

The written agenda available to the public and to the City Council
shall provide thc following notice of explanation to the public con-
cerning the Consent Calendar:

"All matters listed under CONSENT CALEMDAR are
considercd by the Council to be routine and will
be enacted by one motion in the form listed below.

. There will be no separate discussion of these
.items prior to the time the Council votes on the
motion unléss members of the Council, staff, or

. the public request specific items to be discussed
and/or removed from the Consent Calendar for
separate action.

. "Members of the public who wish to discuss a
Consent Calendar item should come forward to
the lectern upon invitation by the Mayor, state
their name, address and Consent Calendar item
number."

-

Sec. 1.208. Mayor To Preside.

The Mayor shall be the Presiding Officer at all meetings of the
City Council. In the absence of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tempore, or
the City Clerk shall call the Council to order, whereupon a temporary
Presiding Officer shall be elected by the Councilmembers present to
serve until the arrival of the Mayor or Mayor Pro Tempore or until
~adjournment.

Sec. 1.209. Powers and Duties of Presiding Officer.

). Participation. The presiding officer may move, second, debate,
and vote from the Chair. He shall not be deprived of any of the rights
and privileges of a Councilmember by reason of hlS acting as Presiding
Officer.

2. Questions to be Stated.. The Presiding Officer or such member
of the City Staff as he may designate may verbally restate each question
immediately prior to calling for the vote. Following the vote the Pres-
iding Officer shall announce whether the question carried or was defeated.
The Presiding Officer in his discretion may publicly explain the effect
of a vote for the audience, or he may direct a member of the City Staff
to do so, before proceeding to the next item of bu51ness.

3. Maintaining Order and Decorum. The-Pre51d1ng Officer shall be
responsible for the maintenance of order and decorum at all meetings.
He shall decide all questions of order subject, however, to an appeal
to the Council.

4. Signing of Documents. The Presiding Officer shall sign all
ordinances, resolutions, contracts, and other documents necessitating
his signaturc which were adopted in }his presence, unless he is unavail-
able in which cdse an alternate Presiding Officer may sign such docu-
ments.
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5. Appointment of Committces. The Mayor may, subject to the advance
approval of the Council, appoint such committecs of Councilmembers,
City Staff and private citizcns or a combination thercof as he decrs.
necessary and expoedient to assist and advise the Council in 1its works.

Sec. 1.210. Call to Order--Presiding Officer.

The Mayor, or in his absence the Mayor Pro .Tempore, shall take the
chair at the hour appointed for the mecting, and shall call the Council
to order. I the abksence of the Mayor and the .Mavor Pro Tempore, and
the failure of the HMayor to appoint a temwvorary presiding officer, the
City Clerk or his assistant shall call the Council to order, whereuoon
a temporary presiding efficer shall be clected by the Councilmembers
present. Upon the arrival of the iayor or the Mayor Pro Tempore, tre
. temporary presiding officer shall relinqguish the chair at the conclusion
of the busincss then before the .Council.

Sec. 1:.211. Roll Call.

Before proceeding with the business of the Council, the City Clerk
shall call the roll of the Councilmembers and the names of those ‘present
shall be entered in the minutes. .

Sec. 1.212. Reading of Minutes.

Unless the reading of the minutes of a Council meeting is reguested
by a majority of the City Council, such minutes shall be approvegd with-

out reading if the City Clerk has previously furnished each Councilmember

withla copy thereof.

.Sec. 1.213. . Right to Address the Council.

Section -310 of the Charter of the City of Chula Vista gnarantees
the right of citizens to present grievances at any reqular meeting of
the City Council; therefore, every person in attendance shall have the
absolute right to address the Council during consiceration of items

under the following headings of business upon obtaining recognition by
'the presiding officer: '

1. Public Hecarings. Interested persons or their authorized
representatives may address the Council, while a matter is open to
public hearing in regard to remarks or questions relevant to the
matter under consideration.

2. - Communicationrns. Any person in attendance may address the Council
by oral communications on any matter concerning municipal business over
which the Council has influence. or control.

3. Limited Right to Address the Council. In order to facilitate
the conduct of the business of the City and to insure that comments
of citizens are rcceived by the Council at the appropriate time wher
matters are under consideration by the Council, rather than having
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such items being raiscd outside of the context and timing of such
considcration, in addition 'to the absolutc right to address the Council
dvuring concidcration of the above item hcaring of business, any inter-
cstcd perscn ray request pzrmission from the Presiding Officer to address
the Council rxclevant to the subject matter under consideration. Such
request should, whenever practicable, be made prior to a motion being
made on the . subject. The granting or denial of such a request by the

. Presiding Officer may be appcaled to the City Council by a member of
the Council.. The Presiding Officer shall not pcrmit any communication,
written or oral, to be made or read where it does not bear directly on
an agenda item then under discussion.

Sec.. 1.214. - IHanner of Addressing Council--Time Limit.

No person shall address or question a Councilmember, the City Attorney,
tke City HMHanager, the Director of Public tlorks, the Director of Planning,
or other officials at the Council table without the prior consent oI the
Presiding Officer. Anonymous communications shall not be consicerec nox
placed on the agenda:. The Presiding Officer shall not permit any communi-
cation, written or oral, to be made or read where it does not bear direct-
ly on an agenda item then uncder discussion. The following rules and time
limits shall apply to persons addgessing the City Council:

1. Individuals. Each person agdressing the Council shall step ud
to the microphone, give his name and address in an audible tone of voice
for the records ard unless further time is granted by the Presiding Offic-
er, shall lLimit his address to five (5) minutes. All remarks shall be
addressed to the Council as a body and not to any member thereci. Mo
person, other than a Councilmember and the person having the floor, shall
be permitted to enter into any discussion without the permission of the
Presiding Officer.

.27 Spokesman for Group of Persons. When any group of persons wishes
to-address the Council on the same subject matier, it shzll be proper fcor
the Presiding Officer to request that a spokesman be chosen by the crouo
to address the Council, and in case additional matters are to be present-
~ed at the time by any other member of such group, to limit the number of
persons so addressing the Council, so as to avoid unnecessary repetition
before the Council. Further, groups of persons shall be limited to a
total presentation period of thirty (30) minutes. The Presiding Difiicer
shall first call for representatives of groups in favor of the wmatter
under consideration and then for those persons in -opposition to the matter
under consideration, and thereafter shall allow a rebuttal time limited
to five (5) minutes to the proponents who shall confine rebuttal remarks
to answering comments made in copposition and not the introductiom of new
.testimony. Further time may be granted at the discretion of the Presid-
ing Officer and, in the case of public hearings, the Presiding Officer
may, dependent upon the necessity for insuring adequate presentation of
testimony and evidence to provide a fair hearing and due process, set
longer time limitaticns. The decision of the Presiding Officer in regarc
to the setting of time limitations may be appealed to the Council.

Sec. 1.215. Addressing the Council After Motion is Made.

After a public hearing has been closed and after a motion is made
by the Council, no person shall address the Council without fir=sit abtain-
ing the permission of the Courcil to do so.
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Sec. 1.216. Getting the Floor.

Every Councilmember desiring to speak shall first address the Chair,
gain rccognition by thc Presiding Officcr, and shall confine himself
to the question undey debatce.

éec. 1.217. - Questions to Staff.

Every Councilmember desiring to question the City Staff shall, after
recognition by. the Presiding Officer, address his questions to the City
Manager, the City Clerk, or the City Attorney. 1In the case of the City
Manager he shall be entitled to answer the inquiry himself or to designate
a member of his staff for that purpose. .

Sec. 1.218. Interruntions.

A Councilmember, once rccognized, shall not be interrupted when
speaking unless called to order by the Presiding Officer, unless a ;
point of order or personal privilege is raised by another Councilmember,
or unless the speaker chooses to yield to a question by another Council-
member. ‘If a Councilmember, while speaking, is called to order, he
shall cecase speaking until the question of order is determined and, if
determined to be in -order, he may prxoceed. HMembers of the City Staff
after recognition by the Presiding Officer shall hold the floor until
completion of their remarks or until recognition is withdrawn by the
Presiding Officer. .

-~

Sec. 1.219. : Points of Order.

The Presiding Officer shall determine all points of order subject to
the-¥ight of any Councilmember to appeal to the Council. Hc may reguest
an opinion of the City Attorney in making such determination. If an '
appeal is taken, the question shall be, "Shall the decision of the Presid-
ing Officer be sustained?" Council decision shall conclusively determine
such question of order. : '

Sec. 1.220. Point of Personal Privilege.

" The right of a Councilmember to address the Council on a question
of personal privilege shall be limited to cases in which his integrity
character or motives are questioned or where the welfare of the Council
is concerned. A Councilmember raising a point of personal privilege
may interrupt another Councilmember 'who has the floor subject only to-
the power of the Presiding Officer to call him out of order.

Sec. 1.221. Remarks of Councilmembers and Synopsis of Debate.

Any Councilmember shall have the right of having an abstract of his

statement and/or a synoosis of the debate on any subject under consiceraticn

by the Council entered in the minutes. Such right shall be exercised by
specific direction to the City Clerk at the Council meeting.




Sec. 1.222. Decorwn and ®rder, Council and City Staff.

vhile the Council 14 in scession, the Councilmenbers and City staff
shall preserve order and decorum. A member shall neither by conversation
or otherwise delay or interrupt the proccedings or the peace of the
Council nor di'sturly any memberx while speaking or rcfuse to obey the
directives of the Presiding Oificer.

Sec. 1.223. Decorum-and Order, Audiencce.

Public members attencing Council meetings shall observe the samc rules
of order and decorum applicable to the Council and staff. Any person
making impertinent and slanderous remarks or who becomes boisterous while
addressing the Council or while attending the Council meeting shall be
rcmoved from the room if the Sergeant-at-Arms is so directed by the Pres-
iding Officer, and such pcrson may be barred from further audience before
the Council. Unauthorized rcmarks from the audience, stamping of feet,
whistles, yells, and similar demonstrations shall not be permitted by
the Presiding @fficer, who shall direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to remove
such offenders from the room. Aggravated cases shall be prosecuted on
appropriate complaint -signed by the Presiding Officer or a Councilmember.

Sec. 1.224. Enforcement of Decorum.

The Chief of Police, or such member of the Police Department as he
may designate, shall be Sergeant-at-Arms of the City Council and he shall
attend meetings at the request of the Presiding Officer, City Manager,
or City Council. He shall be available to respond to all meetings immec-
iately upon call. 'He shall carry out all orders given by the Presiding
Officer or Council for the purpose of maintaining order and decorum at
the Council meetings. Any Councilmember may move to reguire the Presid-
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of the Councilmembers present shall require ‘him to do so.

1. Rules adopted to expedite the transaction of the business of the
Council in an orderly fashion are deemed to be procedural only and the
failure to strictly observe such rules shall not affect the jurisdiction
of the Council or invalidate any action taken at a meeting that is other-
wise held in-conformity with law.

2. Any member of the Council or other person using vulgar, profane,
.loud or boisterous language at any meeting or otherwise interrupting
the proceedings of the Council, or who refuses to carry out orders and
instructions given by the Presiding Officer for the purpose of maintain-
ing order and decorum at the Council meeting, or who interrupts proceed-
ings, shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

3. Upon instructions of the Presiding Officer, it shall be_the duty
of the Sergeant-at-Arms, or any of them present, to place any person
wvho violates the order and decorum of the meeting under arrest.

4., For the purpose of this Article, a criminal complaint shall be
signed by the Presiding Officer.
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*Sec. 1.225.- o Conduct of llcarings.

1. FEvidence and Testimony - General., Any witnessces offering cvi-
dence or testimony in public hearings as allowed in this article may
be placcd under oath and subjcct to cross—-cxamination at the request of
any member of the Council or partics interested in the matter which is
the subject of the hearing. When the hcaring involves a determination
by the Cowicil of any qguestion of fact, the cvidence or testimony must
"be -relevant’or material to the fact or facts at issuc. ‘The Presiding
Officer shnll detcrminc 411 questions as to rclevancy and materiality,
Hearsay evidcnce shall be admissible in hearings, but the fact that
evidence is hearsay may affect the weight to be given to the evidcnce
by the Council in reaching a determination of any question of fact.
Failurc on the vart of the City Council to strictly enforce rules of
evicdence and reject certain matters which may be irrelevant or immaterial
shall not be sufficient to constitute reversible error on the part of
the City Council if basic procecdural due protess is granted to all parties
and a fair hearing has been conducted. Xrrors which do not affect sub-
stantial rights will be disregarded and no presumption of prejudicieal
error is raised by the failure to strictly adheére to procedural require-
ments.

2. ‘Presentation of Evidence.

(a) Oral Evidence. All oral statements which are relevant
to the subject matter of the hearing may be considered
by the Council. Oral evidence may be taken on oath or
affirmation, at the request of any interested party or
‘his authorized representative.

(b) Exhibits and Documents. Exhibits and documents used by
the City Staff and any persons participating in the hear-
ing may be considered as evidence.
(c) Communications and Petitions. All communications and
. peltiticns concerning tilte subject matter of the hearing
shall be read aloud either in full or by synopsis thereof,
- provided that a reading in full shall be had at the request
of any Councilmcember. All such communications and petitions
may be considered as evidence by the .-Council.

(O

(d) Staff Remorts. 'Whenever practicable a written staff
report snhall be prepared and read aloud as part of the
‘staff presentation. Said report shall be considered as
evidence.

‘(e) Maps and Displays. Large size maps and displays presented
for use at the hearing shall, whenever practicable, be
displayed in full view of the participants and the audience.
Said maps or displays, or authentic reductions thereof, may
be considered as evidencec.

-(£) Admissible Evidence. The hearing need not be conducted
to technical rules relating to evidence and witnesses.
Any relevant evidence shall be admitted if it is the
"sort of evidence on which responsible persons are accustomed
to rely in the conduct of scrious affairs, regardless of
the existencc of any common law or statutory rule which
might make improper the admission of such cvidence in civil
actions. Hearsay evidcnce may be used for the purpose of
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supplementing or explaining other evidence but shall

not be sufficient in itself to support a decision unless

it weuld be admissible over objcection in civil actions.

The rules of privilege shall be effcctive to the extent

that they are otherwise required by statute to be recognized
at the hearing, and irrelevant and unduly repctitious evi-
'd?nce shall be cxcluded.

‘3. Evidenec Outside the Hearing. hny evidence taken outside the
Council Chambers such as field trips, views of the premises and discus-
sions with individuals, shall not bec considered by the Council in reach-
ing its decision excecpt under the following circumstances:

(a) When, during the hearing, the mecting is adjourned
- to a datc, place and time certain for the specific
purpose of taking visual or demonstrative evidence

" such evidence may be considered; or

(b) Wlth the consent, either oral or written of all inter-

.ested persons, or their authorized representatives,
appearing at or demonstrative evidence outside the
Council Chammbers, provided, that the hearing shall
be continuec¢ to a date and time certain and upon

. reconvening in the chambers each Councilmember shall
orally report his ‘observations of such outside evi-
dence .taken and he shall be subject to examination

. thereon by any interested person or his authorized

T representative.

4. Continuances. Any hearing being held, or noticed or ordered to
be held by the Council mayv, by minute action, be continued to any sub-
sequent regular or adjourned meeting of the Council, provided, that-if
the hearing is continued to a time less than 24 hours after the time
specified in the order or.notice of hearinag, a copy of the order or
notice of contlnuance shall be posted outside the Council Chambers forth-

PREY J.\-‘- 1:,.. b} +“ -~ %N ~ -
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No * nearlng shall be continued for a period of more than fortv (40) days
provided, however, that the Council may continue. hearings from time to
time within said .forty (40) day period and, provided further, hearings
may be continued by ‘consent of the moving party for a period beyond
said time.limit.

5. Decision. The Council shall consider all evidence properly
presented ‘in accordance with the rules stated-herein and, unless other-
wise provided by law, shall render a decision or determination on the
matter within forty (40) days of the close of the hearing, provided
that the moving party may consent to a continuance for a greater period
of time for decision. Said decision or determination shall be by motion
made and action taken thereon at a regular or.adjourned meeting of the
Council:.. Any Councilmember who was not present during the entire hear-
ing or who, in the opinion of the City Attorneyv, has substantial conflict
of interest in the matter, shall disqualify himself from discussing or
voting on said matter; provided, however, a Councilmember who was in
attendance for a substanitial portion of the hearing and who has reviewed
the ‘testimony by listening to the mechanical recording of the testimony
and cxamining any evidence that has been presented may upon a representa-
tion of full understandlng of the matter under consideration be allowed
to vote.

-12-
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6. Hecord of Hcaring. - A verbatim mechanical recording shall be
made of the oral evidence presented at the hearing. Said recording,
together with all documents, maps, exhibits and displays admitted
into ecvidence, shall be retained by the City Clerk for a period of
one year from the date of the close of the hearing. 1In lieu of rectain-
ing said re«ording, the City Clerk may prepare a typewritten transcript
thereof which shall he retained for the same period of time. Said
‘reccrding or transcript and evidentiary documents shall be made avail-
able for public inspection and usc at rcasonable times and under such
reasonable conditions as may be prescribed by #*he City Clerk; provided,
however, that any party rcguesting transcriptions of hcarings shall be
required to pay sufficient fecs to cover the cost of transcribing the
hearings and to pay any other fees as prescribed by ordinance.

Sec. 1.226.- Preparation of Ninutest

* 1. Metkod of Keeping M¥inutes. _The minutes of the Council shall be
kept by the City Clerk and shall be neatly typewritten in a book kepi
for that purpose, with a record of each particular type of business
transacted set.off in paragraphs, with proper subheads; provided that
the City Clerk shall be recuired to make a xrecord only of such business
as was actually passcd upon by a vote of the Council and shall not be
reguired to make a verbatim transcript of the proceedings; and providad,
further, that a record shall be made of the names and addresses of per-
sons addressing the Council, the titlc of the subject matter to which
their 'remarks related and whether they spcke in support of or in opposi-
tion to such matter. The City Clerk shall have exclusive responsibility
for preparetion of the minutes, and any directions for changes in the
minutes shall be made only by action of the City Council. ) _ N

|
|
|

2. Remarks of Courcilmembers; Hhken Entered in Minutes. A Council-
mecber may request, through the presiding officer, the privilege of
having an abistract of his statement on any subject under consideraticn
Ly .Lie Council entered in the minutes. If the Council consents thereto;
such statement shall be entered in the minutes.

3. Synopsis of Debate; When Entered in Minutes. The Clerk may be
directed by the presiding officer, with the consent of the Council, to
enter in the minutes a svnopsis of the discussion on any question coming
regularly before the Council.

4. Delivery of Minutes. As soon as possible after each Council
meeting, the City Clerk shall cause a copy of the minutes thereof to
be forwarded to each Councilmember, the City Manager, other officers
of the City and department heads.

Sec. 1.227. Presentation of Motions.

A motion is the formal statement of a proposal or guestion to the
Council for consideration and action. Every Councilmember has the right
to present a motion. A motion is generally not to be considered as a
legislative action of the Council but is in the nature of direction or
instruction; however, a motion will generally suffice unless a resolution
is specifically called for by law or unless there is some reason for
desiring the particular action formalized by separate instrument. 1In
most cases, a resolution is little more than a formal motion set forth
in a formal document. In some matters, such as an assessment proceed-
ing, or the grant or denial of variances, a resolution is required. A
resolution should be required under-any circumstances where the action
even though of a temporary nature is desired to be formally recorded
in the office of the City Clerk and beccomes a numbered document swwhich
can be uscd for easy rcfecrence. Legislative actions as sct forth in
Sec. 1.230. sihould be by ordinance or rcsolution. If the motion

. se@oma st ne &y
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contains two or moxc divisible propositions, the presiding officer may
and upon request of a Councilmember shall (unless appealed) divide the
samc.

Sec. 1.228. s+ Precedence of Motions.,

VWhen a main motion is before the Council, no motion shall be enter-
tained except the following which shall have precedence, one over the
other, in the following ordcr: .

Adjourn =
Recass
Posipone temporarily or definitcly (table)
Previous qucstion
Limit  or extend debatec
Refer to committee or staff
Substitute S
hmend -
Postpone
10. Main ilotion
The -above order of preference is subject to the following restrictions:

Vo daUTd W’
e o o e

a. A motion shall not be repeated without intervening
business ox discussion.

b. A motion shall not be in order when the previous
. guestion has been ordered.

c. A motion shall not be in order while a vote is being
. taken.

.

- ~ A
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]
The purpose and salient criteria of the above listed motions is as
follows:

1. "Motion to Adjourn.
Purpose. To terminate a meeting.
'Debatable or Amendable. No, except a motion to adjourn to

another time 1is debatable and amendable as to the time to
which the meeting is to be adjourned.

2. Motion to Recess.

. Purpose. To permit an interlude in the meeting and to set
a definite time for continuing the meeting.

Debatablec or Amendable. ™ Yes, but restricted as to time or
duration of reccss.

3. Motion to Postpone Temporarily.

Purposc. To set aside, on a temporary basis, a pending main
motion provided that it may be taken up again for consideration
during the current meeting or at the next regular meeting. It
"is-also referred to as a motion to lay on the table.

“

Debatable or Amendablc. It is debkatable but ﬁbt amendable.
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4.

Motion fox Prcviotis Question.

Purposc. 7To prevent or stop discussion on the pending
qucstion or auestions and to bring such question or
guestions to vote immediately. If the motion passes,

a vote shall be taken on the pending wmotion or motions.,

Debatable or Amendable. WHo.

‘5. -Motion to Limit or Extend Debate.

6.

7-

8.

9.

Purpose. To limit or determine the time that will be
devolted to digscussion of a pending .motion or to extend
or remove limitations alxrcady imposcd on its discussion.

Debatable or Amendablet_ Mot debatable; amendments are
restricted to period of time of the proposed limit or
extension. - : :

Motion to Refer to Commitfeé or Staff.

Purpose. To refer the question before the Council to a
committee or to the City Staff for the purpose of investi-
gatimgor studying the proposal and to make a report back
to the Council. If the motion fails discussion or vote

on the question resumes.

Debatable or Amendable; Yes.

Sebs*itute Motion.

Purpose. To strike out one main motion and insert another
main motion in its place which may be done so long as it
is related to the subject of the original motion.

Debatable or Amendable. The substitute motion is left
unacted on until Councilimembers have the ouvportunity to
perfect the main motion by amendménts if desired. The
substitute motion is debatable and subject to amendment.
After amendments have been offered, the substitute motion
is voted upon and, if adopted, strikes the main motion.

Amend.

-Purpose. To modify or change a motion that is

being considered by the Council so that it will
express more satisfactorily the will of the members.
If the motion masses then the main motion should be
voted on as amended.

Debatable or Amendablet It is debatable unless
applied to an undebatable main motion. It is
amendable.

Postpone Indefinitely.

Purpose. To prevent further discussion and voting on the
main motion. If the motion fails discussion and voting
on the main motion resumes. If it passes, the subject of
the main motion shall not be brought up again for- the
remainder of the mceting or the next regular meeting.

Debatable or Amcndablez It is debatable but not amendablc.

* 8



10. Main Motion.

Purposc. The primary proposal or question before the
Council for discussion and decision.

Debatable .or Amendable. Yes.

Sec. 1.230, Legislative Action.

All legislative action undertaken by the City Council shall be
by means of an ordinance or resolution. Legislation of a pecrmanent
nature which .is to remain in force until amended or repcaled, which
establishes rights and obligations and the failure to comply with
wvhich may result in a pecnalty, shall be by ordinance. All matters
of a special or temgorary nature, or authorizing an action on the
part of the presiding officer, member of the Council or members of
the administrative staff shall be by resolution. )

Sec. 1.231. Preparation of Ordinances.

All ordinances, except ordinances initiated by the electors of
the City pursuant to the provisions of Section 1003 of the City Charter,
‘'shall ke prepared in writing by .the City Attorney. No ordinance shall
be prepared for presentation to the Council unless ordered by a major-
ity vote of the Council or rcequested in writing by the City Manager or
prepared by the City Attorney on his own initiative.

Sec, 1.232. Prior Approval.

“All ordinances, except ordinances initiated by tiie electors of

the City pursuant to the provisions of Section 1003 of the City Charter,
and all resolutions and contract documents, shall be approved as to
"form by the City Attorney before presentation to the Council, and where
'substantive matters of administration are involved, shall have been
examined for administration purposes by the City Manager or his author-
ized representative. All ordinances and resalutions shall indicate the
sponsoring or presenting authority thereon.

Sec. 1.233. Introducing for Passage and Approval.

1. Ordinances, resolutions and other matters or subjects requiring
action by the Council must be introduced and sponsored by a member of
the Council, except that the City Manager or the City Attorney. may
present the ordinances, resolutions or other matters or subjects to the
Council for consideration. i

2. With the sole cexception of ordinances which take effect upon

adoption, referred to in this article, no ordinance shall be passed by
the Council on the day of its introduction or within five (5) davs
thereafter, or at any other time than at a regular or special meccting.

3. In accordance with Scction 311 of the City Charter of the City

of Chula Vista, at the time of the adoption of an ordinance or resolution,

the text of said ordinance or resolution shall be rcad in full, unless,
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after the rcading of the title thercof, the further reading thercof

is waived by the unanimous -conscnt of the Councilmemhers present;
provided, howcver, that if in conjunction with the wmotion introduc-

ing oxdinances and offering resolutions at the time of adoption, the
moving Councilmember includes a motion to waive the text or the rcaa-
ing of the text and to read the heading or title only. Said motion

to waive shall be deemed to have roeccived unanimous consent of tho
Councilienibers present, and the City Clerk shall so rccord in the minutes
of "the Council mecting that unanimous consent to the waiver of the read-
ing of the text of an ordinance or resolution was duly. obtained. No
second shall be reguired to a motion introducing an ordinance or of:ieci-
ing a rcsolution, .

‘4. A proposed ordinance may be amended between the time of its
introduction and the time of its final passade, providing its general
scopc and original intention are retained. The correction of typo-
graphical or clerical errors shall not constitute an amendment within
the meaning of this section.

Sec. 11234. Titlex

Each ‘ordinance shall be preceded by a brief title, which shall
indicate the subject purport thereof.

Sec. 1.235. Ordaining Clause.

. , .
The ordaining clause of all ordinances adopted by the Council
shall be substantially as follows:

"The Council of the City of Chula Vista does ordain as follows,"

and -the ordaining clause of all ordinances adopted by the people shail
be; '"fhe People of the City of Chula Vista do ordain as foilows,™.

Sec. 1.236. Effective Date.

No ordidanég adopted by the Council shall become effective until
thirty (30) days from and after the date of its adoption, except the
following which shall take effect upon adoption:

l. An ordinance calling or otherwise relating to an election.

2. An improvement proceeding ordinance adopted under some law or
procedural ordinance.

3. An ordinance declaring the amount of money necessary to be
. raised by taxation, or fixing the rate of taxation, or.levying
- the annual tax upon property or adopting a budget.

4, An emergency ordinance adopted in the manner provided for
in Section 311 of the City Charter.

5. An ordinance annexing areas to the City.

6. An ordinance providing for a tax levy or appropriation for the
usual current expenses of the.City.
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Sec. 1.237. Voting.

Voting shall he conducted by the use of the voting light system
installed in the Council Chambers. N red light designates a "No or
Negative" vote, a green light designates a "Yes or Affirmative" vote,
and anambe r light designates a vote to "Abstain". When a member of
the Council votes to "abstain" he must audibly state his reason for
abstaining, and in the event he fails to make any such statement his

_silence shall be recorded as an affirmative vote, although he may
have designated his vote by the use of -the amber light.

Every member should vote unless disqualifi€d for cause accepted
by vote of the Council or by the opinion of the City Attorney. Self-

. disqualification, without approval, which results in a tie vote shall
be avoided as thwarting Council action, but no Councilmember shall be
forced to vote. A Councilmember who abstains shall in effect consent
that a majority of the quorum may act -for him. Tie votes shall be lost
motions and may be reconsidered.

A Councilmember who has a direct personal financial interest in anyv
matter coming becfore the City Council shall disclose said interest and
shall disqualify himself from discussing or voting on said matter. Where
it is not clear whether such interest is of a disqualifying nature the
Councilmember shall state the facts of the matter to the City Attorney
and request an opinion thereon prior'to the meeting.

The Council may at any time, or from time to time, dispense with
the usé of the voting light system by voice vote of the majority.. In
such an event voting shall be conducted by voice vote until such time
as a determination is made .to again use the voting light system, or
some other system.

When the Council is voting by voice vote, unless a member states
~that. he is abstaining from voting and gives his reasons therefor, his
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be registered by the oral statement of "no" by the Councilinember votinc.
Upon roll call on any voice vote taken, silence by any Councilmember
when his name is called constitutes a "Yes or Affirmative" vote.

All ordinances, resolutions and other matters submitted to the Council
shall be passed or defeated by a majority vote of the Council unless a
greater number of votes may be required by law. The word "majority"
shall mean three affirmative votes for purposes of approval, or three
negative votes for purposes of denial. In instances where a majority
vote cannot be obtainea and no additional action is taken, such matter
shall automatically be added to the next agenda of the Council.

Sec. 1.238. Change of Vote.

A member may change his vote only if he makes a timely request to
do so immediately following the announcement of the vote by the Cityv
Clerk and prior to the time that the next item in the order of business
is taken up.

Sec. 1.239. Reconsideration and Rescission of Prior Action.

After motion and vote by the Council, such action may be reconsidered
or rescinded only in the following manner:
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1. AN motion to set aside a vote (to reconsider) on a main motion
shall always be in orxder at the same meeting. The motion to reconsid-
cr is amendable and debatable. Such motion can be made by any Ceuncil-
member regardless ol how he previously voted on the matter. If the
motion to reconsiddr passcs the effect thercof is to overrule and cancel -
the prior action.

2. A motion to rescind (repeal, cancel, nullify) prior Council action
on a main motion shall bé in order at any meeting of the Council. The
effect of rescinding prior Council action shall operate prospectively
“only and not retroactively to the date of the original action. That is,
it shall not orerate to adversely affect intervening legal rights which
create an estoppel situation.

3. A lost motion is one that fails to receive the necessary number
of votes to carry. Tie votes result in-a lost motion. Lost motions
may be renewed at any subsequent Council meeting To revive a lost
motion at the same meeting the proper actlon is a motion to reconsider
discussed abovec. .

4. Any member shall have the right to have his reasons for his
dissent. from, or protest against, any action of the Council entered
in the minutes.

* SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect and be in
full force and effect on the thirty-first day from and after its
adoptlon - .

Presented by - L Approved as to form by
n o DAY

1
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Georg& D. Lindberg, City Aietrney George’D. Lindberg, City Lttgrhey
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ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF. THE CITY

OF CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA, this _ 2jst day of Ausust .

197 3 by the following vote, to-wit:

AYES: Councifmen Hobel, Hamilton, Hyde, Scott
NAYES: Councilmen ‘None
ABSENT: Councifmen . Egdahl

Fenioo. Flon s

Mayor of Zhe Caty of Chuta -Vista

ATTES ' ,
[ DeputyCuzy Clen

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO ) ss.
CITY OF. CHULA VISTA )
I, JENNTE M. FULASZ, City CLeak 0§ the City of Chula Vista,
California, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that Zhe above and foregoing Lis a gulk,

thue and connect copy of

and that the same has not been amended ox hepealed.

DATED:-

- Caly Clenk



