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ORDH:l\NCE NO. 1486 ORIGINAL ----
J\N ORDIHJ\NCJ-: 01' 'J'IJE ClTY OP Clll!L,"\ VI!>'i'l\ i\MENDU,G 
Ci!J\.P'l'ER l:, J1HTICLE 7., OF 'l'llt:: C!lUJ:.l\ VlSTl1 CITY COim 
BY h.DDJHG ri.1111·:P��'l'O NE�·] SECTJC-i-JS 1. ��01 Tl!RDUGiJ 1. 239 . . 
l\l�D i(i::PJ..:J\Lil·JG _SEC'l'IONS l. l•i. 'J'iiRi)UGH l. :J 1, ALL llliLJ�•r-
I!�G TO TllE CITY COU!'ICIL ORGJ,;nzNrION hi,JJ PROCEDURES 

The City Council of the City of Chula Vista does hereby 
ordain as iollows: 

SECTIO� 1: That Chapter 1, Article 2, Sectiori 1.14 through 
1,41,. inclusiv<', of the Chula Vista City Code be, and the same are 
hereby repealed. 

SECTION 2: That Chapter 1, Article 2, of the Chula Vista 
City Code be and the same is hereby amended by adding thereto new 
Sections 1.201 through 1.239, inclusive, to read .as follows: 

ARTICLE 2. 
. . 

Sec. 1.201. 

CITY. COUl-JCIL ORGAi�IZATION AND PROCEDURES. 

Purpose and Intent of Article. 

It is the purpose of this article to establish rules for the 
organization of the.City Council of the City and procedures for 
the condu�t of.meetinss of the City Council, as well as Council 
conferences. It is �he intent of the City council, by the adoption 
of this arti.cle, to establish such rules and prooe:::ures to facilitate 
the conduct of Council meetinqs and conferences, and to establish a 
Council policy manual to be a�opted by resolution of the City Council. 
The Council may, from time to time, adopt by resolution necessary or 
t_:11?�\i?.hJ.8 poJ :i.c:ft?!S t.o i.m!_")J�mP.n� thP. proc�r�fl11rP.s established herein ! 
anti such pvlicies shall Dt= nicinta.inecJ ill .s·uch cc�u1cil pol:i cv wa11i.u:1J.., 
a copy of which shall be on file in the O::'fi�e of the City Clerk. 
Such manual shall aJ.so contain all rules and policies adopted pur
suint to other provisions of this Code. 

Sec. 1.202. Meetings and Conferences. 

1. Regular Meetings. Pursuant to the provisions of Section 306 
"of the Charter of the.City, the Council of the City shall hold regular 
meetings in the Council Chambers of the Civic Center, 276 Fourth Avenue 
in the City, or in such other place as may be determined by the Council, 
on the first, .second, third and fourth Tuesda·y of each month at 7:00 p.m. 
When the day for any regular meeting of the Council falls on a legal 
holiday, no rneeti_ng shall be held on such holiday, but a regular meet
ing shall be held at the same hour on the next succeeding business day 
thereafter. 

"2. Adjourned /.Jectinga. Any meeting may be adjourned to a time, 
place, and date certain, ·but not beyond the next regular meeting. Once 
adjourned, the meeting nay not be reconvened. Meetings may be adjourn-
ed by the presiding officer by a simple declaration t:-iereof in the absence 
of a protest by any menilier of the Council. Meetings may also be adjourn
ed upon tl1e making �nd seconding of such a motion in accordance with 
the procedure.s on motions established by this Article. 

3; Special N-,cti1,us. Special meetings may be called any time 
by the Mayor, or by three members of the City Council, by deliveriag 
.personally or by mail \,-rittcn notice to each Council member and to· 
each local newspaper of general circulation, radio or television 
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. .  

station requcstinc; notice in writing. Such not.ice mu'.; t be delivered 
personally or by mail at least t1-;cnty-four hours before the time of 
such 11wcting as c-pccified in the notice. 'l'he call and notice shall 
specify the time a!�d place_ of the spPcial meetin�J ond the business 
to be transacted.: No other busincs:; shD-11 be considered ut S'..lch meet
ings. Sue� written notice 111ay be dispensed with as to any Council
member who at or prior t"o the time the meeting convenes, files with 
.the City cic- rl: a 1-1ritten waiver of notice.· Such 1·1aiver may be given 
by telegram.· Such written notice may also be dispensed with as to . 
any Councilmcrnbcr 1-:ho i_s actually present at the meeting at the time 
it convenes. 

4. Council Co11fcrc1zcce. 'l'he City Council may establi�h, by 
motio_n, the time antl ·place for the holding of regular Council 
conferences. Notice requirements for-special council conferences 
shall be the same as those foi special Council meetings. The purpose 
of the Council conferences shall be to discuss items appearing on the 
�ouncil agenda for regular or special Council meetings and the dis
cussion of any business matters · of the City. At such Council confer
ences, the City Council may require· the attendance of members of any 
boards OJ: com,-uissions, or members of the administrative staff for b1e 

.purpose of discussing those items that appear on the Council confer
eoc·e a·genda. At such Councii conferences, no J.egislati ve matters IJlilY 
be adopted either by ordinance or resolution of the City Council. 
Actions of the Cit·y Council at sut:h Council conferences shall be 
restricted to reque�ts for inf6rmation from the City Manager or mem
bers of the administrative staff, commisc;ons or boards, or directions 
for action by the administrative staff. Ne, official :,:-0,~ording or 
transc:cipt�on of Council c�nferences shall be required. 

5. Meetings and Conferences Open to the PubZ1'.c. All regular and 
special meetings of the City Council, all regular and special confer
ences of the City Council and the meetings of all commissions and 

. hor1r·�� p�f-;:'lhl i c:::.hPr1 hv i-h,:, ri "f-v rrmnr-i l c::h.:::l1 l h(':'.I, nnon +-r. +ho rmhl..; r-.. _- -- -'------------ --_, ---- ---..:. --------· -······ ··- -
,.:--- -- ---- r ................... . 

A�- all regular Cou�cil meetings, all citize11s shall have the right to
personally or through counsel pr_esent grievances or offer suggestions 
for. the betterment of municipal affairs, in accordance with the limit
ations provided �y this Article to establish reasonable regulation of 
said meetings. �ublic participation at special meetings of the City 
Council or · regu-.Lar or special Council conferences shall be limited by 
Council action, and no citizens may be heard at such meetings or con
ferences unle·ss permission is granted or requested by the City Council. 
Pursuant to the provisions of the laws of the State, the c·ity Council 
may hold executive sessions from which the pub.lie may be excluded for 
the consideration of the following subject§: 

A. Personnel Hatters'. To consider appointment, employment, 
or dismissal of a public

.
officer, person or employee or to 

hear complaints or charges brought against an officer or 
employee unless such officer or employee requests a public 
hearing. The Council may exclude from any such executive 
session during the examination of a witness'any or all other 
witnesses in the matter being investigated. To consider 
matters of labor negotiations with employee associations 
or unions. 

B.. Attorney-Client Matters. To consider proposed or 
pending litiga�ion to which the City is a party. 

C. Security Efforts for the P11blic • and Public Employees. 
To meet wi·th the Chief of Police and .other law enforcement 
-officers on matters relating to security efforts for the 
public, public employees and public buildings. 
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Sec. 1.203. Attcmlancc. 

Co,rncilmcmbcrs -•ure e:-:pcctcd to attend all meetin9s of the City 
. Council. If ,a Counci lmember absents hirnse] f \•ii thout permission from 

all regular ci'ty Council meetings for 30 tbys cohsecutively from the 
last regular mectinc; he attends, his office becomes vacant and shall 
be fillecl i.is any other vacancy .. 

-Sec. 1.204. Quorum. 

'i'hree members of the Council shall constitute a quorum and shall 
be sufficient to transact regular business.- If less than three 
Councilmcmbers appear at a regular m�eting any member, or if all 
members are c1bsent, the City Cler):, shall adjourn the meeting to a 
stated day and hour. The Clerk shall cause a written notice of the 
adjournment to be .delivered personally to e ach Councilmernber at least 
three hours -before the c:djourned meeti'rig. 

Sec. 1. 205. Agenda, Preparation of. 

l. Submission of. An agenda shall be prepared for each regular 
meeting containing the specific items of business to be transacted 
and the•6rder thereof. Items of business may be placed on the agenda 
by the direction of · a majority of the Council, the City Manager, the 
City Clerk·, or the City Attorney. Agenda items; i.e. , background and 
requests for.particular actions or reports, shall be delivered to the 
City Clerk not later· than 10:00 a. m. on the Thursday preceding the 
regular meeting. The Clerk shall thereafter prepare the agenda under 
the··d-irection of the City Hanager. l·/henever fe;isihlr>; r>cic:,h i.tern 0n 
'the·- 2.genda shall contain a Staff recom.:1er-,Cation anci the specific action 
requested to be taken by the ·Council. The •Jgenda, together with all 
reports, resolutions and ordinances pertaining thereto, shall be deliv
ered to the Councilmembers on the Friday preceding the regular meeting. 
The agenda shall be made available to the public as soon as practicable. 
No matters other than those.listed on the agenda shall be finally 
acted upon by the Council, provided however, that matt€rs not on 
the agenda but deemed.to be of an important or urgent nature by any 
Councilmember, the City Manager or the City. Attorney may be submitted 
for Council consideration and action, subject to an explanation of 
the importance or urgency stated in open Council meeting. 

2. Unanimous _Consent. No matter may be considered by -the Council 
other than those ·matters on the agenda without the unanimous consent 
of the �ouncil present at the meeting. 

3. Appro.val of Ordinances, Resolutions and Contracts. All ordin
ances, resolutions and contract documents shall, before presentation 
to the Council, have been approved as to form and legality by the City 
Attorney or his �uthorized representative, and shall have been examined 
and approved _for administration by the City Manager or his authorized 
representative, where there are substantitive matters of administration 
involved. 

4. Written Correspo,:dence. The City Clerk is authorized to 
receive and open all mail addressed to the City Council and he 
shall give it immediate attention to the end that all administra
tive business referred to in said communications and not necessarily 
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r�quiring Council action may be c1is)Josec1 of between Council meet
ings . . Provided, that all communications and any action taken pur
suant thereto shall be reported to the City Council. Any communica
tion requirin� Council action shall be plaGe<l upon the agenda for 
the next regular meeting together with a report and recommendation 
by· the City.Staff. All correspondence shall be answered or acknow
ledged as soon as practicable. Such written c6rmnunications to be 
considered by the City Council shall be presented to the City Clerk 
by 9:00 a. m. on the Friday.preceding each Council meeting and shall be 

. listed on the-agenda as provided for under the order of business estab
lished in this Article, provided however, that matters of urgency or 
importance·may at the determination of the City Manager be presented 
to the Ci-ty Council at the Council meeting, al though not listed on the 
age:-ida. 

5. Or>al Communications. All citizens requesting permission to 
address the City Council on any. matter not contained in the agenda 
of a regular.meeting may submit such request to

.
the City Clerk not 

l�ter than 9:00 a. m. on the Friday preceding each Council meeting. 
The nature of the oral communication and the name of the person or 
persons desiring to be heard shall be clearly stated in such requests. 
Such action will assure priority of this class of communicaticn over 
general oral addresses to the Cm�ncil. Such oral communications 
shall not be subject to debate or participation by other members of 
the public present at the Council meeting/ 

Sec. 1. 206. -Order of Business. 

At the time set for each regular meeting, the Councilmembers, City 
Clerk, City Manager, City Attorney and· such department heads as have 
bee� requested to be present, shall take their regular pJ.aces.in the 
Council Chamber. The Mayor shall call the 'meeting to order and the 
business of the Council shall be taken up for consideration and disposi
tion in -the order set forth herein, except that with consent of a major
ity of the Council, items may be taken up out of order. All business 
brought before .the Council will be promptly attended to, provided that 
upon the request of any Councilmember the same shall pe referred to the 
proper off-icial for investigation before any action shall be taken the:::e
on by the Council as a whole. The agenda shall contain the title head
ings and shall be conducted in the order set.forth below: 

1 "'J\ r/:t ;11 

. /'6 ') 
C6'> 1' 

t'�, 

"'-\,;, __ , ,  

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
s. 

6 •· 
7. 
8 •. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

Roll Call 
Pledge of· Allegiance 
· 1nvocation or silent prayer 
Approval of Minutes 
Special Orders of the Day 
Oral Com,�unications 
Report of the City .Manager 
Reports of other City Officers and Department Heads 
Consent Calendar 
Public Hearings 
Resolutions and Ordinances, first reading 
Continued Matters and secpnd reading of Ordinances 
Requests and Statements of Councilmen 
l·!r i tten Communications 
Adjournment 
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Sec. 1.207. Consent CaJ.cn<lar. 

Certain f tems foi: _inclusion on the a<1cnd.i, which have been reviewed 
by. the City i-iariu,,cr ,rnd Staff, maih,d to Uic Council for study and 1-.,hich 
arc made i.:vailable, to the public prior to ,rnd ill: Council mcet:ill<JS, sh;1ll 
be grouped together for action at the beginning of the Council meeting 
\·:hen such mu.ttCrs arc cO!'!SicJ.c2red to be non-.c6ntrovc:i.:.siu.l and in the nature 

. of housekeeping items by the Staff r�guiring oi1ly routine action by tl1c 
City Cou,1cil·. Staff reccmmcndiltions on the action to be taken for said• 
items shilll be indicilte,i in a concise ilnd summary form.- These matters 
shall be listed under \•,'hat is to be known as the "Consent Calendar" in 
the Order of Business -as indicated in Sec. 1.20G. Adoption of the Consent 
Calendar may be made by il simple motion approved by the City Council, 
provided however, that the presiding office·r shall first advise the audienc:e 
that the Consent Calencbr matters will be so adopted, in toto, by one 
�ction of the Council unless any Councilmcmber or any individual or organ
ization interested in one or more Corisent Calendar items has any ques tion 
or wisl1es to make a statement relative to such an item. In that event, 
the presiding officer may defer action on the particular matter or matters 
and place the sam� on the regular agenda for consideration in such order 
as he deems appropriate. 

It is intended that the Cbrisent Calendar provide for the expeditious 
nandling' of advisory communications, cmmminications to be referred' to 
Staff, claims for-damages and certain resolutions, the nature to be listed 
hereinafter. The Consent Calendar shall include, but not be limited to, 
the 'following matters: 

' 1. Procedural annexations and zoning matters 
(auth·orizing the circulation of petitions for 
annexation, setting the dates of public 
hearings, etc. ); 

2. Setting hearings; 

3. Routine requests to the Count.y for authority tc 
inspect construction of buildings and improve
ments in tracts in the process of annexation to 
the City; 

4 �: Acceptance of· Improvements; 

5. Release of bonds and filing of notices of completion; 

6. Transfer of funds within approved departmental budget; 

7. Approval or denial of d emands; 

8.  Assessment district procedural matters; 

9. -Second reading and adoption of ordinances; 

10. Personnel·actions within approved budgetary 
limits and prior authorizations; 

11. 'Approval of Minutes; 

12. Installation of traffic signs; 

13. Claims against the City; 

14. Approval of agreements. 

It is understood that the-motion for approval of items on the 
Consent Calendar encompasses £herein i waiver of the requirement of 
reading of the . text of ordinances and resolutions cont"ained therein 
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at a direction that the reading of the text be waived and that the 
heading only be read, anq• i n the case of ordinances, that such ordin
ance be placed on second reading and adopted. 

The written agenda available to the public and to the City Council 
shall provide the following noti ce of explanation to the public con
cerning the Consent Calendar: 

"All matters listed under CONSENT CALENDAR are 
considered by · the Council to be routine and will 
be enact�d by one motion in the for_m listed below. 

·. There wi ll be no separate discussion of these 
.i tems prior to the time the Council votes on the 

motion unless members of the Council, staff, or 
·. the public request specific items to be discussed 

and/or removed from the Consent Calendar for 
separate action. 

"Members of the publi.c who wish to discuss a 
Consent Calendar item should come forward to 
the lectern upon invitation by the Mayor, state 
their name, address and Consent Calendar item 
number." 

... 
Sec. 1.208. Mayor To Preside. 

The Mayor shall be the Presiding Offi cer at all meetings of the 
City Council. In the absence of the Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tempore, or 
the City Clerk shall call the Council to order, whereupon a temporary 
Presiding Of�icer shall be elected by the Councilmembers present to 
serve until the arrival of the Mayor or Mayor Pro Tempore or until 

. adjournment. 

Sec. 1. 209. Powers and Duties of Presiding Officer. 

]. Participation. The presiding officer may move, second, debate, 
and vote from the Chair. He shall not be deprived of any of the rights 
and privilege's of a Councilmember by reason of his acti ng as Presiding 
Officer. 

2. Questions to be Stated .. The Presiding Offi cer or such member 
of the City Staff as he may designate may verbally restate each question 
immediately prior to ca.iling for the vote·. Following the vote the Pres
iding Officer shall announce �hether the question carried or was defeated. 
The Presiding Officer in his discretion may publicly explain the effect 
of a vote for the audience, or he may direct a member of the City Staff 
to do so; before proceeding to the next item of business. 

3. Na,intaining Order and Decorum. The.Presiding Officer shall be 
responsible for the maintenance of order and decorum at all meetings. 
He shall decide all questions of order subject, however, to an appeal 
to the Council. 

4. Signing of Documents. The Presiding Officer shall sign all 
ordinances, resolutions, contracts, and other documents necessitating 
his signature which were adopted in �is presence, unless he is unavail
able in whi ch case an alternate Presiding Officer may sign such docu
ments. 
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5. Appo1:,ztment o.f'. Com1:1/tt;c(�0. The Mu.yor may, subject to the ;id·1anc<-� 
approval of the Council, appoint such committees of Councilmcmbers, 
City Staff and private citizens or a com!)ination thereof as he dec1·.s 
necessary un<l expedient to assist and i1<lvise the Council in its wori:s. 

Sec. 1. 210. Call to Order--Presiding Officer. 

'l'he Mayor, or in his absence the Mayor Pro-Tempore, shall take the 
chair at the hour appoi11ted for.the meeting, and sl1all call the Council 
to order. In thb absence of the Mayor and the.Mayor Pro Tempore, and 
the failur� of the Mayor to appoint a temporary presiding officer, the 
City Cler!; or his a·ssist2.nt shali call the Council to order, whereu?on 
a temporary j)residing officer shall be elected by the Councilmembers 
present. Upon the airival of the �layer or the i1ayor Pro Tempore, the 

.temporary presiding officer shall relinquish the chair.at the conclusion 
of the business then before the-Council. 

·sec. L211. Roll Call. 

Before proceeding with the business of the Council, the City Cler}: 
shall call the roll of the Councilmembers and the names of those present 
shall be entered in the minutes. 

Sec. l.·212. Reading of Minutes. 

Unless the reading of the minutes of a Council meeting is reques�ed 
by a majority ·of the City Council, such minutes shall be approved \•:ith
out reading ii L!le Ci i.:y Clerk. has previously furnished each counci.L�.cmber 
wi tn:·a copy thereof. 

. Sec. 1. 213. Right to Address the Council . 

Section ·310 of the Charter of the City of Chula Vista guarantees 
the right o� citizens to present grievances at any regular meeting of 
the City Council; therefore, every person in attendance shall have the 
absolute right to address the Council during consideration of items 
under the follO\•,ing headings of business upon ·obtaining recognition by 

· the presidin� officer: 

1. Public Hearings. Intere$ted persons or their authorized 
representatives may address the Council, while a matter is open to 
public hearing in regard to remarks or questions relevant to the 
matter un9er consideration. 

2. · Com·rnmications. Any person in attendance niay address the Co;.incil 
by oral con\munications on any matter concerning municipal business over 
which the Council has influence. or control. 

3. Limited Righ:; to Add1•ess the Council. In order to facilitate 
the conduct of the business of the City and to insure that comments 
of citizens are received by the Council at the appropriate time �hen 
matters are unde,r consideration by the Council, rather than having 
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such items being .rai�ed outside of the context and timing of such 
consideration, in acldition'to the absolute right to address the Council 
during consideration of the above item hearin<J of business, any intcr
cstcd perscn Ii.ZtY request p2.rmission from the Prcsicling Officer to aOclr0.ss 
the Council i:clevant to the subject matter under consideration. Such 
request should, wl1enever practicable, be made prior to a �otion being 
made on the .subject·. 1'hc! (]ranting or _denial of such a request ·by t.lie 

. Presiding Officer m2y be appealccl to the city Council by a member of 
the Council .. The Presiding Officer sh.:ill not pcrmi t 11ny cor.mmnic;:ition, 
written or or11l, to be made or read where it does not.bear directly on 
an �genda _item theri uhde� discussion. 

Sec .. 1.214. J-!ann12r of i\ddressinC] Council--'i'ime Limit. 

No person shall address or question a Councilmember,- the City Attorney, 
tke City rianc1.ger, the Director o_f Public \·?orks, the Director. of 1'lam1ins, 
or other officials at tl1e Council table without the prior consent o� the 
Presiding Officer. Anonymous communications shall not be consic.erec. nor 
placed on the agend2.; The Presiding Officer shall not permit any cornnmni
cation, \•Ti tten or oral, to be made or read where it does not bear di1-ect
ly on an agenda i tern then undcer discussion. The follm:ing rules and ti1,1e 
limits shall apply to persons addressing the City Council: ' . 

1. Indi vidua Zs. Each person a<;ldressing the Council shall step up 
to the microphone, give his name and address in an audible tone of voice 
for the records and unless further time is granted by t.½e Presi6.ing Offic
er, shall limit his address to five (5) minutes. All remarks snail be 
addressed to the Council as a body and not to any member thereof.. l;o 
person, other_ than a Cou·ncilmember and the person having the floor, shall 
be permitted to enter into any discussion without the permission of the 
Presiding Officer. 

2-- Spokesman fo1' Group of Persons. \1hen any group of persons wishes 
to.-a·dctress the Council on the same subject: rr,a.tter, it shz.11 be -p::-02e!:" fur: 
the Presiding Officer to request that a spokesman be chosen by the c;ro"u,.> 
to address the Council, and in case additional matters are to be present-

_ed at the time by any other member of such group, to limit the number of 
persons so addressing the Council, so as to avoid unnecessary repetition 
before the Council. Further, groups of persons shall be limited to a 
total presentation period of thirty (30) minutes. The Presiding Df=icer 
shall first ·call for representatives of groups in favor of the :matter 
under consideration and then for those pers_ons in -opposition to the matter 
under consideration, and thereafter shall allow a rebuttal time limited 
to five (5) minutes to the proponents who shall confine rebuttal remarks 
to answering comments made in opposition and not the introductinn of new 

.testimony. Further time ' may be granted at the discretion of t.'1e Presid
ing Officer and, in the case of.public hearings, the Presiding O:fficer 
may, dependent upon the necessity for insuring adequate presentation of 
testimoni and evidence to provide a fair hearing and due process, set 
longer tiffie limitations. The decision df the Presiding Officer in regard 
to the setting of time limi tat.ions may be appealed to the Council. 

Sec. 1. 215. Addressing the Council After !•lotion is Made. 

After a public hearing has been closed and after a motion is made 
by the Council, no person shall address the Council without -Fi:,-st nbtain
ing the permissfon of the Cour.cil to do so. 

,/v) 
'.j � 
\ .. 
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Sec. 1 . 2 1 6 . Gettihg � he Floor.  

Every Councilrnember desiring to ,.pcuk shall first nddress the Clwir, 
gain recognition by t he Presiding Officer, and shall confine hims elf 
to the question under debai:.c . • 

Sec. 1 . 2 1 7 . Questions to Staff. 

· Every Councilmember _ desiring to question the City Staff shall, after 
recognition by. the Presic1ing Off iccr, adc.lress his questions to the City 
Manager, the City· Clerk, or the City l\ttorney. _In the case of the City 
Manager he �1all be entitled to answer the inquiry himself or to designate 
a member of his staff for that purpose_ .. 

Sec. 1 . 2 1 8  . .  In terru;:,tion s. 

A Councilmember , once recognized, _ shall hot be interrupted when 
speaking unless called to order by the Presiding Officer, unless a 
point of order or personal pr·ivilege is raised by another Councilmember, 
oi. unles� the speaker thooses to yield to a question by another Council
member. ·rf a Councilmember, while speaking, is called to order, he 
shall cease speaking until the question of order is determined and, if 
determined to be in ·order, he may p�oceed. Hernbers of the City Staff 
after recognition by the Presiding Officer shall hold the floor until 
completion of their remarl:s or until recognition is withdrawn by the 
Presiding Officer. 

Sec. 1 . 2 1 9 . Points of Order. 

The Presiding Officer shall determine all points of order subject to 
the -·f'ight of any Councilmember to 2.ppeal. to the Council. �c may request 
an opinion of the City Attorney in making such determination. If an 
appeal is taken, the question shall be, " Shall the decision of the Presid
ing Office.r be sustained? " Council decision shall conclusively determine 
such question o·f order. · 

Sec. 1 .  2 2 0 . Point of Personal Privilege. 

· The right of a Councilmember to address the Council on a question 
of personal privilege shall be limited to cases in which his integrity 
character or motives are questio�ed or wl1ere the welfare of the Council 
is concerned. A Councilmember raising a point of personal . privilege 
may interrupt another Councilmember ·who has the floor subject only to . 
the power of the Presiding Officer to call h im out of order. 

Sec. 1 .  2 2 1 .  Remarks of Councilmembers and Synonsis o f  Debate. 

Any Councilmember shall !1ave the right of having an abstract of his 
staterr-ent and/or a synopsis of the debate on_ any subject under consideratic-.�. 
by the Council entered in the minutes. Such right shall be exercised by 
specific dir�ction to the City Clerk at the Council meeting • .  

'\,, \ ,:, '-• 
\ -
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Sec. 1. 2 2 2 .  Decorum and Onlcr ,  Council and City Staff. 

\·!hile tlie Council i,_; in ,,cssion,  the Councilmen,bc,rs and City staff 
shall preserve order and dccorwn . A member shall neitl1er by convcrsatj _on 
or otherwi se de l ay or interrupt the procccdincp:; or the peace of the 
Council nor c1 .i'stu d_, any JTI(;mber 1•:hile speakinn, or refuse to -obe y  the 
directives of tl1c Prcsidi11g Of fi cer . 

Sec. 1.2 2 3. Decoru m - and Order, Audience. 

Public members att,:,nding Council meetings shall observe the :same rules 
of order and decorum applicable to the_ Council and staff. Any person 
-making impertin0nt and slanderous remarl:s or who beco;;ies boisterous while 
addressinc; the Council ·or 1·:hile attending the Council meeting shall be 
removed from the room i f  the Sergeant-at-Arms is so directed by -.the Pres
iding Officer, and such person may be barred from further audience before 
the Council. Unauthorized remarks froa1 the audience, staJnping of -feet, 
whi�tles, yel�s , and similar demonstrations shall not be permitted by 
the Presidins Officer, 1-.'ho shall direct the Sergeant-o.t-Arms to :remove 
such offenders from the room. Aggravated cases shall be prosecuted on 
appropriate com;,laint - signed by the Presiding Officer or a Councilmember. 

Sec. 1. 2 2 4 .  Enforcement of De'corum. 

The Chief of Police, or such member of the Police DeDartment :as h e  
may designate, shall b e  Sergeant-at-Arms of the City Co;_ncil and :he sh all 
attend meetings at the request of the Presiding Officer, City Manag er, 
or City Council. He shall be available to respond to all meetings immec
iately upon call. -l-ie shall carry out all orders given by the Presiding 
Officer or Council for the purpose of maintaining order and decoru.rn at 
the_ -�-ouncil meetings .  Any CounciJ mP.mbP.r- mc1y mnvP. t.0 re>rri_1 i rP. th,, 'pr,,'3i ii-
..: .... ,... ("\ .i= .c= ..: .... ,..,. .... +- ..-.  ,... _,, r. ...., ._ ..... ,.... �l, ,.... "' • .., , ,.... ,... -. ,  ... ...::I .;..":.-. ..... ....  ..r. .t: ..: ,-- -. .i.- ..: ,. � .....,  • •  ,...,_.J- ...,. ,.... .i= .,., . .,..,.....,._;.,.,._.,... ..: .;.., y  

�f :,·th;� c���ciirn:�b��;
= 

p;�;e���-;hall�' r;�:i;; t hi;u t� V do ' ;�: �� � .rn�,� �� .._ �J • ! 

1. Rules adopted to expedite the transaction of the business nf the 
Council in an orderly fashion are deemed to be procedural only :and the 
failure to strictly observe such rules shall not affect the jurisdiction 
of the Council or invalidate any action taken at a meeting that i� other
wise held in· conformity 1-:i th law. 

2. Any member of the Council or other person using vulgar, profane, 
.loud or boisterous language at any meeting o.r otherwise interrupting 
the proceedings of the Council, or who refuses to carry out orders and 
instructions given by the· Presiding Officer for the purpose of waintain
ing order and de·corum at the Council meeting, or who interrupts ;p::oceed
ings , _ shall upon conviction be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

3. Upon_ instructions of the Presiding Officer, it shall be .. the duty 
of the Sergeant- at-Arms, or any of them present , to place any person 
who violate� the order and decorum of the me_eting under arrest. 

4. For the purpose of this Article, a criminal complaint sh all be 
signed by the Presiding Officer. 

·- 1 0-
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' Sec. 1. 2 2 5 .  · Conduc;t of 1 le.1r inris.  

1. Rvidc11 cc  and  1'e :; /, im011u - Gc11 c 1•a l .  lrn y 1-1i tnes !<C !; offering evi-
dence or test imony in public he«ring!_; ns  allnwcc1 in this c1rticle may 
be placed under o:t th and subj ect to c1:o:;s-c:-: .· 1 11d. 1 1c1tion at the reque!;t nf 
any member of the Council or partic:s i.ntcre!: ted in the matter wh.i.ch is 
the subject of the hcai:in9 . lvhen the_ hec1rinc1 i nvolves a determino.tion 
by tl1e Co1111ci l of any ques tion of f2c t ,  tl1c - evid ence or tcstimo11y must  

· be -relev.-:1nt· or material to the fact or fucts a l  issue. 'fhe Presi ding 
Off icer sh.111 determine �11 questions as to relevancy and materiality . 
Hearsay evidence shall be c,dmissible in he;:ir.i.nCJS ,  but the fact that 
evidence is l1earsay may affect the wei9ht to be given to the evidence 
by the Council in reaching n determinn tion of any question of fact . 
Failure on the pnrt of the City Council to s trictly enfor�e rules of 
evic:ence and reject

.
certain matters which may be irrelevant or immaterial 

shall  not be sufficient to constitute reversible error on the part of 
the City Council if basic _ procedural due process is granted to all parties 
and a fair hearinq h.1s been conducted .  Errors which d� not af fect sub
stantial ri�hts will be disregarded  an� no presumption of prejudicial 
error is raised by the failure to strictl y  adh�re to procedural require
ments. 

2 .  ·Pre sc1ztatio� �f  Evidence . 

( a )  

(b l  

( c )  

- --
�-

( d )  

. ( e )  

. ( f )  

� \., 
• ',.� I 

Oral Evidence . All ora.l statements which are relevant 
to the subj ect matter of the hearing may be considered  
b y  the Council. Oral evidence may be taken on oath or 
affirmation, at the request of any interested party or 

_ his authorized representative. 

Exhibits and ·oocuments. Exhibits and documents used by 
the Cit y  Staff and any persons participating in the hear
ing may be considered as evidence. 
Conmmnications and Pe ti tions; All communications and 
p� L.L L..1.u11� cuEceL ! 1.i1 1y L!le subject matter uf the iieo.r.i.119 
shall be ·read aloud either in full or by sy nopsis thereof, 
provided that a reading · in  full shall be had at the request 
of any Cou:1ci lmcmb8r .  l\ll such commur:.ications and ?eti tions 
may be considered as evidence by the - Council. 

Staff Reports. ·whenever practicable a written staff 
report si1all be prepared and read aloud as part of the 

'staf f  presentation. Said report shall be considered as 
evidence. 
Maps and Display s. Large size m;,.ps and display s presented 
for use at the hearing shall, whenever practicable, be 
display ed in full view of the participants and the audience . 
Said maps or display s ,  or authentic reductions thereof, may 
be considered as evidence . 

Admissible Evidence . The hearing need  not be conducted 
to technical rules rel ating to e vidence and witnesies. 
Any relevant evidence shall be admitted i f  i t  is the 
sort of evidence on which responsible persons are accustomed 
to rel y  in  th.e conduct of serious affairs, regardless of 
the existence of any common l aw or statutory rule which 
miqht make i mproper the admission of such evidence in civil 
aciions. lle ar�ay evidence may be used for the purpose of 
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supplementin�J or explaining other eviuencc but shui l. 
not be sufficient in itself to support a decision unless 
it \•.'Ould be .:idmissibl.c, over obj ection in civil actions. 
'rhe rules of privilege shall be effective to the extent 
that · they arc, otherwise requircc1 by statute to be recognized 
at the· h eari'nc; , 2nd irrelev_ant and unduly repetitious evi-

' dence s l1all be excluded . . 
· 3 _  Evidence Ozl t c ide t� e Hc a1,i1zg. Any evidence taken outside the 

C0uncil Chambers such as field trip,;, vie\•;s of the pre:nises and discus
sions with individuals , shall not be considered by the Council in reach
ing its decision except under the following circumstances : 

(a) \ ·/hen, du_ring the hearing, the meeting is adjourned 
· to a date, place and t�ne certain for the specific 
purpose of taking visual or demonstrative evidence 
.such evidence may be considered ; or 

(b) With the consent, either oral or written of all inter-
. ested persons, or their authorized representatives, 

appeuring at or demonstrative evidence outside the 
Council Charrbers , provided , that the hearing shall 
be continued to u d ate and time certain 2nd upon 
re·convening in the chambers each Councilrnember shall 
orally report his bbservations of such outside evi
dence .taken and he shall be subject to examination 
thereon· by any interested person or his authorized 
representative. 

4 .  Con tinuan c e s .  Any hearing being held, or noticed or ordered to 
be held by the Council may, by minute action, be continued to any sub
sequent regular or adj ourned' meeting of the Council, provided, that· if 
the hearing is continued to a time less than 2 4  hours after the time 
specified in the order or.notice of hearing, a copy of the order or 
notice of continuance shall be posted outside the Council Chambers forth-
_ _  .: .L'\...� · :c- _ , ,  __ _ .: _ _  -1- 1. _  - - - .t.. -= - - - .l- • •  l-. .; ,....t... +- 1-. ..-,, ........... � .... ...  - ,..., ,i  ,...,........., +- ..; ,.,, , � ,..., ,....,.. 1 7 ::, c,  m :::i � o  ':"' -'· ' - · ' �- - - • •.• • 1 , 1 .-.. .1 J J �  L- J l t;:  u11:::;; c; \.... ..1. 1 1 �  '--" '- " "' J -'- '--- i  ... .. .  c ,.,_,.l.. � '- - ...., _._  ..,....., .. i ,_ ....._ .. , . ._. ..::..  • •  ._. ..... •·• -oJ ••• - -- - • 

No ·hearing shall be con·tinued for il period of more than forty ( ·\ 0 )  days 
provided, however, that the Council may _continue- hearings from time to 
time within said .forty · (40) d ay period and, provided further, hearings 
may be continued by ·cc;i_nsent of the moving party for a period beyond 
said time.limit. 

5.  De cision . The Council shall consider all evidence properly 
pres·ented · in accordance with the rules stated · herein and, unless other
wise provided by law., . shall render a decision or determination on the 
matter within forty (4 0)  days of the close bf the hearing, provided 
that the moving party may consent to a continuance for a greater period 
of time for decision. Said decision or determination shall be by motion 
made and action taken thereon at a regular or . adjourned meeting of the 
Council .  Any Councilmember who was not present during the entire hear
ing or who, in the opinion ·of the City Attorney, has substantial conflict 
of interest in the matter, shall disqualify himself from discussing or 
voting on said matter; provided, however, a· Councilmcmber who was in 
attendance for a substan±ial portion of the heuring and who has reviewed 
the ·testimony by listening to the mechanical recording of the testimony 
and examining any evidenc� that has been presented may upon a representa
tion of full understanding of the matt�r under consideration be allowed 
to vote. 
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G .  l/eco1·d of Hca1•iny .  -)\ verbatim m0.chanici1l recording sholl be 
made c>f the oral evidence presented i:.lt  the he�trin<J. Silicl recording, 
to�Jethcr \ ·.ri th all ilocumcn ts, map!:> , e:-:hibi t!_; anll displays admi ttcc.1 
into evickncc, shc1.l.l ue retc1i11ed uy the City Clerk for a period of 
one year from the date uf the close of the hcc1ring. In lieu of retain
ing said rcv.:ordinr,, the City Clerk muy pr<"parc u typewritten trunscript 
thereof which shall be retc1ined for the sc1me period of • time. Saicl 

· recording or _ transcriµt a11d evidentiary docume11ts shall be made avail
able for public inspection and use at rcaso11c1ble times and under such 
reasonable conditio:-i s as may be prescribed by -t.he City Clerk ; provic!cd, 
however, tl1at any party requesting transcriptions of hearings shall be 
required to pay suffic�ent fees to cover the cost of tran�cribing the 
hearings and to pay _ any other fees as prescribed by ordinance. 

Sec. 1. 2 26. - Preparation of J\linu t"es. 

· 1. Me thod of Keeping Nin :<tes. _ The minutes of the Council shall be 
kept by the City Clerk and shall be neatly typewritten in a book kept 
for that pur·pose, with u reconl of euch particular type of business 
transacted set - of f  in paragraphs, with proper subheads ; provide d  that 
ihe City Clerk shall be required to make a record only of such business 
as was actually passed upon by a vote of the Council and shall not be 
required to make a verbatim trans�ript of the proceedings ; and provided, 
further, that a - record shall be made of the names and addresses of p_er
sons addressing the Council, the title of the subject matter to which 
their · rernar):s related and whethe:;:- they spo1:e in support of or in opposi
tion to such mutter. The City Clerk shall have exclu sive responsibility 
for preparation of the minutes, and any directions for changes in the 
minutes shall be made only by action of the City Council. 

2 .  Remarks of Councilmembers; When En tered in Minutes. A Council
merr.ber may request, .through the presiding officer, the privilege of 
havJ,n'J ctH a!Jstract of his statemen-t on any subject under consideration 
Ly )..::!!e Ccuncil entered in the minutes. I f  the Council consents thereto; 
such statement shall be entered in the minutes . . 

- -3� Synopsis of Debate ; Hhen Entered in Min utes. The Clerk may be 
directed by the presiding officer, with the consent of the Council, to 
enter in the minutes a synopsis of the discus_sion on any question co,ning 
regularly before the Council. 

4� Delivery of Minute s. As soon as possible after each Council 
meeting, the City Clerk shall cause a CO?Y of the minutes thereof to 
be forwarded to each Councilmember, the City Manager, other officers 
of the City and department heads. 

Sec. 1. 227.  Presentation of Motions. 

A motion is the formal statement of a proposul or question to the 
Council for consideratio� and action. Everv Councilmember has the right 
to piesent a motion. A motion is generally- not to be considered as a 
legislative action of the Council but is in the nature of direction or 
instruction; however, a motion will generally suffice unless a resolution 
is specifically called for by law or unless there is some reason for 
desiring the particular action formali=ed by separate instrument. In 
most cases, a resolution is little more than a formal motion set fort:-i 
in a fornal document . In soille matter s ,  such as an assessment proceed
ing , or the grant or denial of variances, a resolution is required. A 
resolution should be required under- any circumstances where the action 
even thoucih of a te□porary nature is desired to be formally recorde6 
in the office of the City Cler]: and becomes a nu mbe red document \,hich 
Cun be used for easy reference. Legislative actions as set forth in 
Sec . 1. 230, si1ould be by ordinunce or resolution. If the motion 
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contains two or mon, ·divi.�; i.ble proposi ti.ans, the presiding officer may 
and upon request of a Counc_ilmember shall ( ul llc!;f; appc.:alcd )  divi de the 
same. 

Sec. l .  :1 2  B . ·PrecPrlcnce of Motions .  

. \·lhen a main motion is before the Council, 
tain ed except the following which.shall have 
other, in the follrn-,iny orde r :  

no motion shall be entcr
precedencc, one over the 

1 .  
2 ;  
-3 • 
4 . 
5.  
G • 
7 .  
8. 
9. 

1 0 .  

Adjourn 

Postpone temporarily or definitely (table) 
Prev ious question 
Limit· or extend debate 
Re fcL· to  committee or staff: 
Substitute 
!\mend 

_ Postpone 
Main i-!otion 

The ·21bov_e order of preference is subject to the following restrictions : . 

- ---

a. A motion shall not b,e repeated without intervening · 
business or discussion. 

b. A motion shall not be in order when the previous 
question has been ordered. 

c .  A motion shall not be in order while a vote is being 
. taken. 

sec -;-� ·1 . 2 2 9 . Particular Mvti.01is 1 

The purpose and salient criteria of the above listed motions is as 
follows: 

1. Motion to Adjourn. 

Purpose. To terminate a meeting. 

Debatable or Amendable. No, except a motion to adjourn to 
another time is debatable and amendable as to the time to 
which the meeting is to be adjourned. 

2. Motion . to Recess. 

Purpose. To permit an interlude in the .meeting and to set 
a definite time for continuing the meeting. 

bebatable or i\mendable. · Yes, but· restricted as to time or 
duration of recess. 

3. Motion to Postpone Temporarily. 

Purpose. To set aside, on a temporary basis, a pending main 
motion provided that it may be taken up again · for· conside:·2 tion 
during_ the currc!lt mceti!lg or at the nex t regular meeting . It · 
is· also referred to as a motion to lay on the table. 

Debatable or i\menclable. It is deb�tahle but not amendable. 

-14-
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4. Motion for Previous Question. 

Purpose . To prevent or stop discussion on the pending 
quc ,., t:lo! l  or r1uestions und t o  brin<J such question or 
qllestionr.-; to vote immc:! c.lia tely. J f  the moti on passes, 
a vote shall be ta):cn on the pending motion or motions. 

5. Motion to Limit or Extend Debate. 

Purpose. To limit or determin e the time that will be 
devoted ·to discussion of a pendin<J .motion or to extend 
or re,�10\·e limitations c1li:cady imposed on its discussion .  

Debatable or Am,2nd;ible. Not debatable; amendments are 
restricted to period of time of the proposed limit or 
extension. 

6 ;  Motion to Refer to Committee or Staff . 

Purpose ; To refer the question before · the Council to a 
conm1:Cttee or to the City Staff for the purpose of investi
gating or studying the proposal and to mak e a report back 
to the Council . If the motion fails discussion or vote 
on the question resumes.• 

Debatabl e or Amendable. Yes. 

7 .  Sl!.bs�itute Motion. 

--

8. 

Purpose. To strik e out one main motion and insert another 
main motion in its place which may be done so long  as it 
is related· to the subj e ct of the original motion. 

Debatable or Amendable. 'l'he substitute motion is left 
unacteU on until  Councilmembers have t.h e opportunity to 
perfect the main motion by amen dm�nts if desired. The 
substitute motion is debatable and subject to amendment. 
After amendments have been offered, t he substitute motion 
is voted upon and, if adopted, strikes the main motion. 

Amend. 

- Purpose. To modify or change a m9tion that is 
being considered by the Council io that it will 
express more satisfactorily the will of the members. 
If the motion passes then the main motion should be 
voted on as amended. 

Debatable or Amendable. I t  is debatable unless 
applied to an undebatable main motion. ·r t  is 
all)endable·. 

9. Postpone Indefinitely. 

\ ' 

Purpose. To prevent further discussion and voting on the 
main motion. If t he motion fails discussion and voting 
on t he main motion resumes. It it pnsses, the subject of 
the main motion shall not be brought up again for• the 
remainder of the meeting or the ne.xt regular meeting. 

Debatable or l\rncndable. It  is debatable but not amenduble. 

• 
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1 0 . Main Motion. 

Purpose. The primary propos;il or question before the 
Council for discussion and <lecj sion. 

bebatable - or Amendilb l e .  Yes . 

Sec . 1 . 2 3 0 .  Legislative Action. 

All legislative . act'con undertaken by the Ci t:1 Council shall be 
by meaDs of· an ordiD,rnce or resol_ution. Legislation of a permanent 
nature v,hich .is to remain in force until amenclccl or repealed, which 
establish es rights and ·obligations and the failure to comply with 
which may result i n  a penalty, shall be by ordinance . All matters 
of a special or te,r.,;orary nature, or authorizing an action on the 
part of the presid ing officer, member of the Council or members of 
the, admiDistrc1tive staff shall be by resolution. 

Sec .  1 .  2 3 1 .  . . . Preparatiort of Ordinances. 

All ordinances,· except ordinances initiated by the electors of 
the City pursuant to t he provisions of Section 1 0 03 of the City Charter , 
·shall be prepared in writing by .the City Attorney. No ordinance shall 
be prepared for presentation to the Council unless ordered by a major
ity vote of the Council or requested in writing by the City Manager or 
prepared by .the City Attorney on his own initiative . 

Sec . • _.J. .  2 3 2 . Prior Approval. 

··All ordinances, except ordinances ini tiate<l by ti1e electors of 
the City pursuant to the provisions of Section 1 0 0 3  of the City Charter, 
�nd all resolutions and contract documents, shall be approved as to 

· form by the City Attorney before presentation to the Cou:1cil, and where 
·substantive matters of administration are involved, shall have been 
examined for· administration purposes by t he City Manager or his author
ized representative. All ordinances and resolutions shall indicate the 
spo.nsoring or presenting authority thereon. 

Sec. 1 � 2 3 3 .  Introducing for Passage and Approval. 

1. · Ordinances, resolutions and other matters or subjects requiring 
action by the Council must be introduced and sponsored by a member of 
the Council, except that the City Manager or the City Attorne� may 
present the ordina nces, resolutions or other matters or subj ects to the 
Counc�l for consideration . 

2. With the sole exception of ordinances which take effect upon 
adoption, referred to in this article, no ordinance shall be passed by 
the Council on the day of its introduction or within five (5) days 
thereafter, or at any otl1er time than at a regular or special meeting. 

3. In  accordance with Section 311 of the .City Charter of tl1e City 
of Chula Vista, at the time of the adoption of an ordinance or resolution, 
the text of said ordinance or resolution shall be read in full, unless, 
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after the readim1 of the ti. tle thereof, the further reading thereof 
is  1·1ilj_vcd by the unanimous · consent of the Councilmcmhers present; 
provided, h01·1cvcr,  that i.f in conj unction 1·1.i. th the motion introduc-
in<J ord.inunccs anl1 of ferinq resolution� at the time of adoption, the 
moving Cou11cilmember incJ tHlcs a motion to waive the text or the rcuci-
ing of the text and . to read the he, t(ling or title only . Said motion 
to WQ.ivc �;hall be l10cmed to have rc.�ccivcd unu.nirnous consent of the 
CouncilmcmlJcrs present, and the City Clerk ·sh.::ill so record in the minute s 
of -the Counci•l meeting th;::it unanimous consent to the waiver of the read
ing of the text of an ordinance or resoluti�n was dul� obtained. No 
second shall be required to a motion introducin g  an ordinance or of fer
ing a resolution; 

·4. A proposed ordinance may be amended bet1·1een the time of its 
introduction and the ti�e of its final passage, providing its general 
scope and original_ i�tention are retained. The correction of typo
graphical or clerical errors shall not constitute an amendment within 
t�e meaning of this section. 

Sec . 1. 2 34 . Title. 

Each ·ordinance shall be preceded by a brief title, which shall 
indicate the subj e c t  purport thereof. 

Sec . 1. 235.  Ordai ning Clause, 
, 

The ordaining clause of all ordinances adopted by the Council 
shall be substantially as follows: 

"The Council of the City of Chula Vista does ordain as follo�s, '' 
and -the ordaining clause of ell ordinances adopted by the people shall 
ber · · , ;The People of the City of Chula Vista cto ordain ns follows, �? . 

Sec. 1. 236. Effective Date. 

No ordinance adooted bv the Council s hall become effective until 
thirty ( 3 0 )  ·days fr;m and. after the_ date of its adoption, except the 
follm·1ing which shall take effect upon adoption: 

1. An ordinance calling or otherwise relating to an election. 

2. An improvement proceeding ordinance adopted under some law or 
procedural ordinance . 

3. An ordinance declaring the amount of money necessary to be 
ralsed by taxation, or fixing the rate of taxation, or. levying 
the annual tax upon property or adopting a ·budget.  

4. An emergency ordinance adopted in the manner provided for 
in Section 311 of the City Charter. 

5. An ordinance annexing areas to the City. 

6. An ordin.incc providing for il tax levy or appropriation for the 
usual current expenses of the . City. 
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Sec. 1. 2 3 7. Voting. 

Voting shall he conducted by the use of the voting light system 
installed in the · Council Charnbers. ll red ligl1t designates a "No or 
Negative'' vote, a green light designates a '' Yes or Affirmative'' vote, 
and an i\fflbe r light designates a vote to "Abstain". \-/hen a member of 
the Council �otes to '' abstain" he must audibly state his reason for 
abstaining, and in the event he fails to mak e  any such statement his 
silence shail be recorded as an· affirmati�e vote, although he may 
have designated his vote by the use of -the amber light. 

Every member sho"uld vote unless disqualified for cause accepted 
by vote o{ the Council or by the opinion of the City Attorney. Self
disqualification, without approval, which results in a tie vote shall 
be ·avoided as thwarting Council action, but no Councilmember shall be 
forced to �ote. A Councilmember who abstains shall in effect consent 
that a majority of the quorum may act -for him. Tie votes shall be lost 
motions and may be reconsidered. 

A Counci·lmember who has a direct personal financial interest in any 
matter coming before the City Council shall disclose said interest and 
shall disqualify himself from discussing or voting on said matter. Where 
it is not cle�r �hether such interest is . of a disqualifying nature the 
Councilmember shall state the facts of the matter to the City . Attorney 
and request an opinion " thereon prior to the meeting. . . 

The Council may at any time, or from time to time, dispense with 
the use of the voting light system by voice vote of the majority. _ .In 
such an event voting shall be conducted by voice vote until such �sme 
as a determination is made .to again use the voting light system, or 
some other system. 

When the Council is voting by voice vote, unless a member states 
. th_at- he is abstaining from voting and gives his reasons therefor, his ,.. .,:  , ________  .... i... _ , , 1-. - -----..:J - �  - - - - _ .r::, :; : _�- - .L.. :  _ _ _  -- - .L.. - .... _ _ _ _  .3- _,:  ___ _ _ _  ....:.,_ _  - 1- - "1 "1  · �  ...

..
.... .. J , ,_c; 0 1 J U .J. J.. '-'C: ..I. C: V V ..L U C: U.  a. �  Cl J 1  C.. l.. .!. ..1. l. !Ua. 1_ .L V �  v v 1....-z: .  • .M. JH:::� C. L.l. V C  V \..1 !.. '::: �.! ! C..!. .,!.. 

be registered by the oral statement of " no'" by the CounciL-nember votins. 
Upon roll call on any voice vote taken, silence by any Councilmember 
when his name is called constitutes a " Yes or Affirmative" vote. 

All ordinances, resolutions and other matters submitted to the Council 
shall be passed or defeated by a majority vote of the Council unless a 
greater number of votes may be required by law. The word " majority" 
shall mean three affirmative ·votes for purposes of approval, or .three 
negative votes for purposes of denial. In instances where a maj ority 
vote cannot be obtained and no additional action is taken, such :matter 
shall automatically be added to the next agenda of the Council. 

Sec. 1. 238. Change of Vote. 

A member may change his vote only if he makes a timely request to· 
do so· immepiately following the announcement of the vote by the City 
Clerk and prior to the time that the next item in the order of business 
is taken up. 

Sec. 1. 239. Reconsideration and Rescission of Prior Action. 

After motion and vote by the Coun"cil, such action may be reconsidered 
or rescinded only in the following manner: 
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1. A motion to s et aside a vote (to reconsider) on a main motion 
sl1all �1lw2ys IJc in ord�r at tl1c Silmc meeting . The motion to rcco11si�
er is ;;mcndabl.c 21 id debatable . Such motion Cul'! be rnude by any Council
member regi:1rd),ess of how he previously voted on the m.:ttcr. If tile_! 
motion to reconsider pisses the effect thei'eof is to overrule and cance l 
the prior i1ciio11. 

2. A motio11 to res cind (re peal, cancel, nullify ) prior Council action 
on � main motion shall b� in order at any meeting of the Council. The 
effect of resci11ding prior Council action shall operate prospectively 

· onl y and not retro26tively to the date of the �rig inal. action . That is, 
it shall not operate to adversely affect intervening legal rights which 
preate an estop�el sitµation. 

3. A lost motion is one that fails to receive the necessary number 
of votes to carry. Tie votes re sult in· a lost motion. Lost motions 
may be renewed at any subsequent Council meeting. To revive a lost 
motion at the same meeting the proper action is a motion to reconsider 
discussed above. 

4 .  Any member shcrll have the right to have his reasons for his 
diss ent from , oi protest against, any acti6n of the Council entered 
in the minutes. 

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect and be in 
full force and effect on the thirty-first day f rom and after its 
adoption. 

Presented by 

Lindberg, City Georg<:'i.,,,,D. Lindberg, City J..tt@rhey 
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ADOPTED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF. THE CI'.l'Y 

OF CHULA VISTA ,  CALIFORNIA , thi s  21st day of August 

197 � by the following vote , to-wit : 

AYES : 

NAYES : 

ABSENT : 

C o unc.-<.lme.n Hobel , Hami lton , Hyde , Scott 
___ ..;..:..:..:..:..:.c:....,_..:..:..:=�=-'-'.:....:;;:.,....;::c::..::..;�-------

C o u n c.-<. l m e. n ·None ___ ...:..:_:;c.;_;; _________________ _ 

C o unc.-<.lme.n . Egdahl 
___ __;;;__ _______________ _ 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO s s .  
CITY OF. CHULA VISTA 

I ,  JENN I E  M .  FULAS Z ,  C-<.ty Cte.Jz.k 0 6  the. C-<.ty 0 6  Chula Vl� ta,  

C ali 6o Jz.n-<. a ,  VO  HEREBY  C E RT I FY  that the. a b ov e. and 6 oJz.e.g o-<.ng -<-� a null, 

tJz.·ue. and c.0 1t11.e.c.t c.opy 0 6  

and that the. .6 ame. ha-1, not. b e. e n  a·me.nde. d  oil. Jz.e.pe.ate. d .  

VAT EV : _______________ _ 

. . -

Ma · • ' r,:,-. . ·~ ~J/1 . 

TES ~ ~ ... yM o6 :the. C,e;t ~-. •. y 0 6 Chula. 

( (7icjnity,;: ~:) Vu,1 

) 
) 
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C.{.ty Cle_.rtfl 


